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“q nd Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the ole | 

Kabah) is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those 
' who can afford the expense.” 

(AL Quran 3:97) 


To: 
My Loving Parents, 
_ Brothers, Teachers 
« the Ummah of Rasdlullah % 
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— | 
_ All praise is due to Allah 36, the Lord of the worlds. May perpetual peace 
_and salutations be upon our noble master, Nabi Muhammad , the choicest 


@ 


__ of Allah 4¢’s creation. 
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j Makkah A\-Mukarramah and the Baitullah are in existence since time 
Sa immemorial and they will continue to remain in existence until the Day of 
Qiyamah, Inshallah. People throughout the ages, especially Muslims, 
continue to revere and protect this Sanctuary out of their sheer love for it. 








‘Many of us have the opportunity of visiting this Blessed Land once in a 
- ifetime, and the more fortunate ones on several occasions, but very few are 
y aware of the historical significance and important landmarks associated 
"with the Haram. Through the ages many of these have been obliterated, but 
reading through historical narrations, a number of historical sites and 
incidents associated with it can still be identified. It is hoped that through 
this treatise we become familiar with these sites, reclaim our Islamic legacy 
and take a lesson from it, so as to build a society of believers who are able 
to take up the challenges and be inspired by our glorious past. Furthermore, 
so that we can value our time during our visits to the Baitullah, thereby 
creating the love of Allah 4¢ and the Blessed Haram in our hearts and 
refraining from disrespect towards it. 
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In every age the best possible means and resources were employed in the 
preservation and beautification of this Blessed Haram. Thus, we too should 
fulfil our duty owed to this Blessed House of Allah 3s and pass on this 
legacy to the generations that follow. We hope and ask from Allah 4 to 
accept this humble compilation as a means of the fulfilment of this 
responsibility on our part. May Allah 44 make this a means of guidance and 
light for all Muslims until the Last Day and reward the compiler abundantly 


in both the worlds. Amin 
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HAJJ - THE EPITOME OF SUBSERVIENCE 





4 ) A pilgrim is the privileged guest of Allah, who has to observe the protocols 
, that befit his dignified status. It is therefore vital for him to acquaint 
| himself with the laws of Hajj and to commit himself to the unique lessons 
offered by the journey of Hajj. Hajj is the largest annual convention of faith 
that offers pilgrims a chance to interact as one common brotherhood. It is 
the united assembly of the Muslim World that transcends race, colour and 
nationality. Hajj is inextricably linked to the jihad of Ibrahim #2... against 
the oppression of a ruling elite, against paganism, idolatry and a value 
system steeped in oppression and exploitation. Hajj is 2 reminder that jinad 
has to be fought at different levels... jinad against the nafs, jihad against 
media propaganda, jihad against economic exploitation, jihad against 
tyranny and despotism, jihad against the ideological warfare cloaked in 
popular buzzwords like ‘sovereignty’, ‘rights and ‘freedom’. Hajj is the 
epitome of our subservience to His law. lt is a reaffirmation of the 

sovereignty of Allah and vicegerency of man! Hajj is a declaration that, 

"Behold, my prayer and (all) my acts of worship, and my living and my dying 

are for Allah alone - the Sustainer of all the worlds” (Qur'an 6: 161) 

















| congratulate Brother Bilal for his contribution on this topic. 


May Almighty Allah crown his efforts with success. Amin. 


Mufti ‘Abdd!l Oadar Husain 
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INTRODUCTION 


CLs si) Nash 7 ell Ree Jae coil Sh vad 


(be 9 Mee aU ger) et Sg Cae fe atl ly sal, 


Au, 23) a\o3l ebey Yes Ls Reem as 
All praise is due to Allah 3¢, who has made Makkah Al-Mukarramah the 
most exalted of cities, made its land most blessed and taken an oath by its 
sanctity in His Noble Book (Al-Qur'an). May perpetual peace and 


salutations be upon our noble master, Nabi Muhammad 3%, who graced the 
land of Hijaz with his blessed presence. 


Allah $< takes an oath by the Blessed City of Makkah Al-Mukarramah 
saying: 


“ ©4 “47% 47 


YI! lias 


Translation: “And (an oath) by this city of security...” 
[Al - Qur'Gn 95:3] 


Presently, Al-Masjid Al-Haram in Makkah Al-Mukarramah, the spiritual 
haven of Islam and Muslims throughout the ages, is a complex of rich 
Islamic historical sites, interwoven with many built up areas that are 
undoubtedly unique. It holds within its precincts many of those historical 
landmarks which date back to the era of Nabi Ibrahim s£\ and before, 
around which the disciplines of hajj have been primarily unified. 


This Glorified Sanctuary, Makkah Al-Mukarramah, the ‘Mother of all Cities’ 
and the ‘Origin of all Lands’, through the will of Allah continuously showers its 
grace and mercy of guidance upon all those who seek it, year in and year out. 
It has never failed in discharging this responsibility, even though its outer walls 
have repeatedly changed its formation and structure, so as to accommodate 
and offer greater comfort and ease to its ever increasing honoured guests. 


Up to this day, this beacon of civilisation is highly regarded in a global 


ow 
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ion. It still finds itself within 


society engulfed in moral and ethical depravat 
blessed city their lifelong 


the heart of every Muslim yearning to make this 
destination, if not once but again and again. 

With reference to the magnetic effect of this Blessed Sanctuary, Ibn Kathir 
dun, in his commentary on the following ayan (verse) of the Noble Qur'an 


States: 
nae ed =, 


Translation: “And (remember) when we mad | Z 
Makkah) a place of often returning for Mankind ... 
[Al - Qur’Gn 2:125] 


which the souls incline and 
tiated, even though one 
h #é). This is 


" Allah 4 has made it such a place towards 
become attached to, while this desire is never sa 
may return to it each year (through the acceptance from Alla 
because of the du’a of Nabi Ibrahim s##) wherein he asked Allah 


sdlceré oil os sl deeb 


Translation: "So fill some hearts among men with yearning towards them... 
[Al - Qur'an 14:37]' 


my 


Ibn ‘Abbas .s stated that had Sayyidina Ibrahim s5) said ‘the hearts of men 
instead (of some hearts), the people of Rome and Persia, the Jews, the 
Christians and all other people would have thronged towards Makkah Al- 


Mukarramah.”? 


Whilst reading through the following pages we will journey through some 
of the remains of these landmarks which bear testimony to the sacredness 
of this Noble Valley (Wadi Ibrahim Khalil), up to this day. Unfortunately, 
today many of these relics do not exist, perhaps because of the neglect and 
disregard showed to it and/or owing to other environmental factors. 
Although at certain locations significant signs indicate the existing ones, 


an observant eye Is required in locating it. 


It is hoped from these few pages that the morale and spirit of the visitor to 
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this Noble Sanctuary be boosted, by visualizing our legacy of rich Islamic 

history and culture, Insha'llah. Special care needs to be taken that NO \ 
rituals or acts of worship be carried out at any of the locations cited, unless . 
otherwise stipulated by the shariah. Kindly note that various other ~> 
interesting facts, rarely known to many hujjaj, have also been included in 
this humble treatise. : 


Much time and effort has been taken in order to ensure that every detail 
mentioned is authenticated from the original sources of Islamic history. 
However, historic narrations are at times subject to certain bias or 
misinterpretation and do not generally undergo such stringent rules of 
authentication as is done with the hadith of Rasdlullah 3 and other Islamic 
Sciences. -Furthermore, with the passing of time and the extent of 
development and modernisation, we cannot absolve ourselves of the fact 
that certain misinterpretations may have occurred. Thus, whatever is 
correct is from Allah 3¢ and we seek His protection in all that we have 
erred. 
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‘Abdul Mannan? (may Allah 3g protect him), who, together with many other 
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treatise together. May Allah 3& reward every one of them as they deserve 
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EXPANSION OF MASJID AL-HARAM THROUGHOU! THE AGES 
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CHAPTER ONE 


BAITULLAH 
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SS Ported to have performed salah include: 














_ Behind Magam Ibrah 
., . pening Magam Ibrahim 
___ in Front of Al-Hajar Al-Aswad ( 
‘Near Ar-Rukn Ash-Shami (Western Cor, 
Te ch > Near the door of the Ka'bah 
_ in front of Ar-Rukn Al-Iraqi (Northe, 
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1. | The Ka’bah derives its name from its cube shape. However, the root 

oF meaning of the word ‘Ka'bah’ is ‘exalted’. Al-Azragi writes, The Ka'bah 

js called by its name because of it being honoured, exalted and cube 

_ (four cornered) shaped. In the ancient times, in honour of the Noble 
 Ka'bah, people neither built their homes four cornered nor roofed them. 

* Hamid bin Zuhair was the first to build a home in this manner and the 
] Quraish expressed their dislike of it.” 


ou Another source from which the Noble Ka’bah derives its name is from 
that piece of earth on which the Ka’bah stands. It was the first to rise 
up as a bubble of water from which the earth was created. Thus, 
another meaning of it is ‘something that protrudes.” 


It has been reported from Ibn ‘Abbas 4, ‘When the ‘Arsh (throne of 
Allah 42) was upon the surface of water, before the creation of the 
heavens and earth, Allah 4¢ sent a strong wind which caused the 
waters to strike against each other and a piece of land from the ocean 
isolated itself at the place of the Ka'bah, as if though it was like a dome 
(ie. it rose up). Thereafter, Allah 4€ spread out the earth from 
underneath it and so it spread and spread (in all directions); until Allah 
4% pegged down the earth with the mountains.’ Thus, Makkah Al- 
Mukarramah came to be known as Umm Al-Qura (lit. the mother 
origin of all cities). 


It has been further reported that Allah 3¢ created this piece of earth 
on which the Noble Ka'bah stands two thousand years before creating 
anything of this earth; and its foundations are in the seventh earth 
below.’ 


tel Al-Kurdi states in Tarikh Al-Qawim explaining the ayah (verse): 


jc 585 Be 35, 6 UZ Fearon chao! 


Translation: “Verily the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind wos 
_ that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of blessing and as guidance for the universe.” 
; [Al - Qur’Gn 3:96] 


____ The above ayah (verse) lends itself to several interpretations, amongst 
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others are: 


ucture built by either the ange|, oj 
h, at a time when there y,. 


N 
dam #£) and a few of his fm 
ly 


The Ka'bah was the first str 
ze) on the surface of this eart 
inhabiting the earth, besides A 


members. 
The Ka'bah was not the first structure on the earth, as there were many 
ince ancient times. However, ¢,,, 


other structures in other lands SI | : 
Ka'bah was the first structure specifically built for the worship of A\ja, 


4z alone, on the foundation of tawhid (Oneness of Allah) and taqws 


(piety)." 


dam 
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fel The Ka'bah is in fact the centroid* (centre) and origin of all lands 
of the earth and it was from this very spot that the rest of the world 
had been created. In some dictionaries, the area of the Ka'bah has been 
called the ‘navel of the earth’. The navel is more or less in the centre of 
a person's body. Therefore, the blessed land of the Ka'bah is regarded 
as the earth's centre. This is one from among the many reasons why 
the mission of Sayyidina Rasdlullah 3 began from the Origin of the 
earth, as it is from this focal point that all goodness could spread 
towards the furthest corners of the globe. | 


{ Amazingly so, the four corners of Baitullah 

point approximately towards the four cardinal 

directions of North, South, East and West. This 

can be clearly borne out from many of the older 
world maps.° 





lbn Kathir “~~ states in the commentary of the verse of the’Noble 
Qur'an: Poe 
Dyedl Sadly 


Translation: “And (an oath) by the Al-Bait Al-Ma'mar" 
[Al - Qur'an 52:4] 


“In Bukhari and Muslim Rasdlullah 38 is reported to have stated whilst 
explaining the journey of Mi'raj, when he had reached the seventh 
heaven, '...Thereafter | was raised up to Al-Bait Al-Ma'mar. Each day 70. 
000 angels enter it (for worship), never gaining the opportunity to 
return to it again ...' In other words, they worship Allah 4% therein and 
make tawaf of it in the same manner as the people of the earth 
perform tawaf of the Baitullah. Similarly, the Al-Bait Al-Ma'mir is the 
Ka'bah of the inhabitants of the seventh heaven. Furthermore, 
Rasdlullah 3 met Ibrahim #2) whilst he was resting against the Al-Bait 
_ Al-Ma'mar, as it was he who rebuilt the earthly Ka'bah and reward is 
granted in the same category as of the good action. This Al-Bait Al- 
~ Ma'miar is directly in line with the earthly Ka'bah and in each heaven 
; aNIGE is a similar structure in which its inhabitants worship Allah 4s. 










“centroid - This is a geographic and engineering term referring to the centre of the earth 
or the centre of mass. (Muhataram ‘Abdul Mannan) 
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: Me ~ jg] The Baitullah is really no ordinary building. Its capacity to withstand 
CS, the ndr (divine light) and mercies of Allah 3s can be clearly understood 
from the incident regarding the Mount of Tar wherein Allah 3g states 


in the Noble Qur'an: 


; oye oF oe AGC OS a sea 7s te 
Supe] {255 : LKB sie 9 ey, 
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" 07 & - Bi re yeh) A48- ay" 
02 044240 £_ “2 Le Z AS Fi 
CH) ne ENON BASE ES: 256 Stil 


Translation: “And when Mdsé came at the time and place appointed by Us, 
and his Lord (Allah) spoke to him; he said, 'O my Lord! Show me (Yourself) 
that | may look upon You.' Alléh said, 'You cannot see Me, but look upon 
the mountain, if it stands still in its place than you shall see me.' So when 
his Lord revealed (His) glory to the moun tain, He made it collapse to dust, 
and Musa fell down unconscious. Then when he recovered his senses, he 
said, ‘Glory is to You, | turn to You in repentance and | am the first OF the 
believers." 















[Al - Qur'an 7:143] 
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However with regards to the Holy Ka'bah, Ibn ‘Abbas .% narrates that 

Rasilullah 3 said, ‘Allah 4& sends down 120 mercies upon the Baitullah 
each day and night. Sixty of them for those performing tawaf, forty Fah 
those performing salah and twenty for those merely looking at the 
Noble Ka'bah.’ The Mount of Tur could not withstand one mercy from 
Allah 48, whereas the Ka’bah daily receives 120 mercies from Allah 4<." 
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divine characteristics of the 
Baitullah is that there is never 
4 time during the day or 
night, whether it be raining or 
flooding, extreme heat or 

cold, that there is not [ 
someone performing tawaf (Lae 
of the Ka'bah. This is that Fe ‘age 


single form of worship which : 
enjoys this status a nd An undated photo of the Haram under flood, with people 
making tawaf 


honour. 





An incident has been narrated wherein a person says, | came out one 
day at noon, when there was an extremely hot wind blowing. | said to 
myself, ‘If there is anytime that the Ka‘bah would be empty of someone 
performing tawaf, it would be now. | found the mataf empty (of 
people), but when | drew nearer | saw a huge snake, with it's head 


raised, performing tawaf of the Ka'‘bah."" 


CHOCO 


KA'BAH STRUCTURE 


ence of opinion among historians as to the number of 


lei There is a differ 
ges. Some state 5 


times the Ka'bah had been rebuilt throughout the a 
times, others 10 or 11,'° while some others even go up to stating 12 


times.’® The variation in these figures is because some historians have 


regarded repair work as re-building. 
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lel Interestingly, according to certain historians, the foundation OF the 
Noble Ka'bah has withstood many harsh weather elements throughoy; 
the passage of time, with the Ka’bah being recorded tO have bee 
standing on its original foundation for Pau 2 Lely 5000 (accordin 
to some 4000) years, since the time of Sayyidina Ibrahim sz)" 


Certain findings in 1417 AH / 1997 CE revealed that the depth of th. 
foundation is approximately 1,4 meters deep which is amazingly firmly 

_ rooted without any specialized form of binding.” The natural footing o¢ 
the Ka'bah is of a flat single rock type, with its internal section being 
made up of smaller stones while the external part consists of larger 
stone blocks." 


lei The Ka'bah is double walled as well as double roofed.” Thus, there exists 
a cavity between the two respectively. This serves to act as a form of 
insulation, as air is a poor [= iS 

conductor of heat. This | 
engineering factor is 
technically known as 
‘cavity wall design for 
weather proofing’. 
Building structures in this | 
manner, as a form of heat 
resistance, was customary — 
in the old days. The gap 
between the two roofs is 
1,2 metres. The upper roof 
is at the height of the 
waterspout, while the lower — 
roof is in line with the — 
continuous gold band « | 
around the Ka’bah which has Arabic calligraphy embroidered on it’ 
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An artist impression of the internal Ka‘bah 
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Initially, the Ka’bah had no roof. However, it was the Quraish who were 
the first to raise a roof, during the 35th year of Rasilullah's 38 life. Now 
it has an upper and a lower roof, while the external upper part has been 
tiled with marble.” The floo -insid e the Ka'bah is 2,2 metres higher than _ 
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| 
| 
3 | lel_Inside the Ka'bah there are three wooden pillars which uphold the roof 


They are approximately 44 cm in diameter while the distance between 
each of them is about 2,35 metres.” These wooden pillars are of 
Burmese Teak and they were installed in 1417 AH / 1997 CE during the 
most recent-repair work done to the Baitullah. They were left aside for 
‘natural seasoning’ for approximately two years before being used in 
the Ka'bah.”* 


On the Ka'bah floor, opposite its entrance, there were a few green tiles 
in the shape of a prayer mat. This existed during the Ottoman Period. 
but it has been subsequently removed. * Possibly this had been built at 
the place where Rasdlullah # is reported to have performed Salah 
whilst inside the Baitullah. Bukhari quotes the narration of Ibn ‘Umar 
“ that when Rasdlullah 38 entered the Noble Ka’bah, he walked 
straight (in front of him) such that his back faced the door of the 
Ka'bah while between him and the wall in front of him, there was a 
distance of approximately 3 dhira’ (three arms length), and here he 
performed salah. There is however no problem for a person to perform 
salah in any direction he so wishes, whilst inside the Noble Ka’bah. 


The internal walls of the Baitullah have been plastered with marble 
having beautiful designs engraved in them. Inside the Ka’bah, the roof 
and the walls are draped with green silk. This curtain drape Is replaced 
every 3 to 5 years, as it remains protected inside the Noble Ka’bah, not 
being exposed to the sun, rain, dust or wind.” 


When Nabi Ibrahim 5 
built the Baitullah, he had 
also built a well of about 4 
'fo feet (1,4 metres) deep 
inside the Noble Kabah. It | 
was built so that people. | 
ascending towards it could 
gather their vows, offerings 
and sacrifices therein. In 
ancient times, this Well WaS be 
Known po iAtSINOh a W lil Smiadabbutel caceteapanmenadaonaane— 
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the treasures collected therein were called ‘Al-Abraq’. On many 
occasions the treasures and valuables gathered in this well were stolen. ” 
According to Al-Azraqi this well was called ‘Al-Akhsaf’, and it was 
situated towards the right of the person who would enter the Ka'bah. 


it has been reported that Allah 4 caused a huge snake to take Shelter 
in this well. For about 500 years this snake used to live in it ang 
anytime a thief entered the Ka’bah trying to steal from the well, this 
snake would rear its head up, thus scaring the thief who would not 
dare steal the precious belongings donated to the Baitullah.” 


When the Quraish intended to re-construct the Noble Ka'bah, they 
gathered at the Maqam Ibrahim asking Allah 3s to remove this 
difficulty from them, so that they could proceed with their plans. 
Rasilullah 3 was 35 years old at that time and it has been reported 
that Rasdlullah % also took part in this prayer. 


One day as usual, the snake climbed onto the wall of the Ka'bah and a 
big black bird, with a whitish belly, came, snatched the snake and flew 
away. In this manner the Quraish were relieved and regarded this as an 
acceptance to their prayer as well as being a sign of approval from 
Allah 4 for their re-construction of the Noble Kabah. 


Up until the time of the re-construction of ‘Abdullah bin Zubair <& 
mention has been made of this well inside the Ka‘bah, but thereafter 
history is silent on this matter. There is a great possibility that lbn 
Zubair -# had it filled with stones.” 


The awe and reverence for the Ka'bah in the hearts of the pre-Islamic 
polytheists can be ascertained that when the Quraish saw the need for 
the re-building of the Baitullah, the people were all scared to bring 
down the walls. Then, Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah started to knock it 
~ __ down and when they saw that nothing had happened to him, the 
~~ _ people too joined him in razing the walls to the ground.” 





Ae lt was around this time that a ship belonging to Caesar, the Roman | . ¥ 
fe _ Emperor, was ship wrecked and washed ashore at Shu'aybah, the then 
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port for Makkah which preceded Jeddah”. This ship was laden wit, 

marble, wood and iron and was en-route to Abyssinia for the 

reconstruction of a church which had burnt down. The Ship was under 

the command of Bagimi, a Greek businessman, builder as well as 2, 

expert carpenter.” The Quraish entered into an agreement to buy the | 

wood of the ship and for him to come with them to Makkah jj. 

Mukarramah. They also contracted him to reconstruct the Ka'bah fo, 

them, thus making him the the first engineer of the Baitullah. Whey 

the Ka'bah reached roof height, he asked them, ‘Would you prefer a flat 

roof or a domed roof?’ They remarked, ‘Build the House of our Lord with, 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a flat roof.” 


lei Throughout the history of Islam and even long before that, many 
precious items were gifted to the Ka'bah. However, today very few or 


almost none of these gifts still exist. Inside the Ka bah were many gold 

jewel studded lanterns hanging from the roof and a large wooden chest 

inside the Ka‘bah, in which some valuables had been kept.* A few years 

ago, all these valuables were removed from the Baitullah, and they are 

now preserved at the Haram Museum adjacent to the Kiswah Factory 

‘n Makkah's Umm Al-Judd area. At present, there is only a small box | 

made of green marble inside the Blessed Ka’bah in which the keys of 

the Baitullah are kept for the duration that the doors are opened. There 

are also a few important papers regarding the Ka'bah which are stored | 
i 
| 


in this box.** 


During his time, Rastlullah 3 expressed the desire to spend the 
treasures of the Ka'bah in the path of Allah 3%. However, the | 
opportunity for this never arose during his lifetime. Abt Bakr -# and 

‘Umar both followed in the same footsteps and left these treasures | 
as they were. Al-Azraqi cited the narration of Muhammad bin Yahya 





* Jeddah at first was a small village in which the tribe of Quda’ lived before the advent of 
\slm. Shu'aybah, a coastal town with a port, was situated approximately 12 to 13 mile: 
to the south of Jeddah. However, due to certain difficult conditions, mentioned to ‘Uthmar 
bin ‘Affan 4, Jeddah was designated as a port instead. It has been reported that ‘Uthmar 
bin ‘Affan <% inaugurated the ci by taking a bath in its sea. After becoming a deep st 
port and harbour, Jeddah has progressively developed that today the like of it cannot be 
found anywhere on the eastern coas the Red Sea. [Hajj wa Magamat-e-Hajj, p 40 -4' 
- MI M. Rabi’ Hasani | ; 
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UN a) that up until the year 188 AH / 804 CE this wealth was preserved 
i\\ \ a Thereafter, only Allah 4 knows what had happened to it. Certain 
& . ‘ea! reports state that perhaps leaders and governors thereafter took 
) “control of and spent it.” 

Vv & 


it has been reported from lon Abbas % that he had heard 'Umar = 
saying, For what reason should | leave this wealth in the Ka'bah? it 
would be better that | take it and distribute it in the path of Allan - ae 
in a noble cause.’ Ali 4 upon hearing this, was asked by ‘Umar = 
‘What do you say Oh son od Abu Talib? | swear by Allah 42 should m0 
encourage me, | would go ahead and spend it.’ Tieetipor Ali & 
remarked, ‘Are you going to regard it as booty? Why should you regard 
it as booty? A more deserving man over it would come in the last days: 
he would resemble Adam 4% in height. Thereafter, ‘Umar & decided 
to leave it as it was.” 


Inside the Baitullah, on the far right hand side of the entrance door 
there is a staircase which leads up to the roof of the Ka'bah. It is bolted 
with a gold door and lock. This door is known as Bab At-Taubah” and 
the existing one was designed by Jundi, a German Muslim engineer.” 


ii The structure of the Baitullah withstood various weather conditions for a 
period of almost 375 years, since the last repair work undertaken in the 





The walls of the Ka’bah 


year 1040 AH / 1631 CE during the era of Sultan Murad Uthmani. 
Subsequently, in the year 1417 AH / 1997 CE King Fahd ordered repairs 
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lei The curtain drape of the Ka'bah is referred to as the Kiswah. 


lei There exists great difference of opinion amongst scholars as to who 


le 


Cee 


* See Chapter Two 


. previously they were pla 


to be carried out on the Noble Ka'bah. Amongst others, the latest 
restorations included strengthening the foundations, reconditioning 
the Shadharwan” , refurbishing the exterior walls, sealing of the 
crevices between the stones and replacing the two roofs of the Ka'bah 
with new ones.” The gold rings holding down the Kiswah were made to 


uniform standard whilst maintaining an even space between them, as 
ced very haphazardly. The marble of the Hatim 


was also refurbished.” 


KISWAH 


had been the first person to adorn the Baitullah with a Kiswah. The 
more popular narrations revolve around names like Ismail #, ‘Adnan 
(one of the forefathers of Rasilullah #2) and As‘ad Al-Himyari (one of 
the governors of Yemen). However, there is certainty that it was not 
Sayyidina Ibrahim #8. This is so because, after building the House of 
Allah he left for Palestine, while Isma’il #8 remained behind in the 
propagation of din, calling towards Allah 4¢ as well as taking care of 
the affairs of the Ka’bah. * 


Muhammad bin Ishaq said, ‘| have heard from more than one scholar 
that the first person who covered the Kabah completely was Tubba’, 
whose full name was As'ad Al-Himyari. He covered the Baitullah with 
leather as he was shown in a dream that he should cover It. 
Subsequently, he was shown that he should cover it with red-stripped 
Yamani cloth.’ After Tubba', it was covered by many people during the 
Jahiliyyah (period of pre-Islamic Ignorance), as it was regarded as 4 
religious duty to do so. Anybody who wanted to cover the Ka’bah was 
allowed to do so with any kind of fabric whenever they wanted to. The 
Ka'bah was covered with various kinds of covers, including thick cloth, 
thin cloth from the city of Ma‘afir, fine cloth and cloth interwoven with 
gold thread. The cloths would be placed in layers one on top of the 
other, until they became too heavy or wore out, then they would be 
removed and shared or be buried. 
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A, 

puring the Jahiliyyah, the Quraish co-operated in the covering of the 
Noble Ka'bah. They would Impose this duty upon the tribes accordin 
40 their various capacities. The first Arab woman to cover the Ka'bah 
on silk and brocade was Nubailah bint Jinab, the mother of Al-'Abbas 
bin ‘Abdul Muttalib, who was the paternal uncle of Rasilullah a. 
re, 
) During the days prior to Islam, people would slaughter animals as 
*" offerings and thereafter place the skins of these animals on the walls 
of the Ka’bah as a source of veneration.* 


+) Rasailullah 42 and his Sahabah did not cover the Ka'bah before the 
* Conquest of Makkah, because the kufar (disbelievers) did not allow 
them to do so. However, when Makkah was conquered, Rasilullah 4 
did not change the cover of the Ka'bah until it was burnt by a woman 
who tried to perfume it with incense. Then, he had it covered with 
 Yamani cloth while Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman -& had all covered it 
~ with gibati (thin white cloth from Egypt). 


~ {4 Itis learnt from the books of history that the Kiswah before and after 
Islam, comprised of many different forms and colours, different types 
of materials as well as many different ways in which it had been 
’ adorned. The black coloured cloth was esteemed by the leaders of the 

‘Abbasid Dynasty, thus when they were in power the Kiswah was made 


} \ _ of black silk.” This standard has continued up to this day. 


| } ‘The leaders of the Banu ‘Abbas, as well as others before them, preferred 
to deliver the Friday Khutbah (sermon) while adorning a black ‘imamah 
’ (turban). They based this preference of theirs on the fact that 


3 4 | F salullah 4 entered Makkah Al-Mukarramah on the occasion of the 
conquest, wearing a black ‘imamah.” Other reasons have also been 
'$ 


“a cited for the use of black for the Kiswah of the Baitullah.” Y 


| tel In the earlier times, the new Kiswah was placed over the previous one, 
but later this practise was abandoned, while now we have a new one 
| a" re placing the old Kiswah each year. In his Hijazi journey, Al-Batandni 
-_. Mentions that when Al-Mahdi went on pilgrimage in the year 160 AH 
___ 1777 CE, the custodians of the Ka'bah complained to him about the 
| _ humerous cloths (covering the Ka'bah). He ordered the removal of all 
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but one Kiswah, a tradition which continues to the present day.“ 


We 
~ del. The Kiswah of the externa walls is changed yearly on the 9° of Dhal 
c Hijjah, the day when all the pilgrims are away IN ‘Arafah, and when 
| they return to Makkah Al-Mukarramah, the Ka'bah is adorned with a 


new cloth on the Day of ‘id.® The internal Kiswah Is normally changed 


every three to five years.” 


tei There is a special factory in Makkah Al-Mukarramah where the Kiswah 





. is woven, unlike the previous [aage\ Ss 
’ custom where it was made af 9 oie 
ae and brought in from Egypt, 


Yemen or Istanbul (Turkey) at 
times. Since 1397 AH / 1977 


ws CE the Kiswah is annually 
“f, woven at this factory, 
. together with the internal 
x Kiswah as well as the curtain 
\\ covering the blessed resting © The Mahmal procession bringing in the Kiswah from 


\: place of Rasdlullah 38. It prinbine nee nee 

\ takes close to a year for the new Kiswah to be woven, as It undergoes 
1) various processes.” Since 1419 AH / 1999 CE, five German machines, 
| | which are fully computerised, are used for the weaving of the Kiswah. 


Prior to this it was woven manually.” 


“ lei It is a widespread thought in the ummah that in the similar manner as 

X | it is necessary for the haji to don the ihram while completing the 

) rituals of Hajj, so too is the Baitullah adorned with an ihram (during 

i the days of Hajj). However, this is a total misinterpretation and false 
notion. The reality being that because of the enormous amount of 
Hujja) during the days of Hajj, the Kiswah is continuously touched, 
causing it to tear. Therefore, for safety reasons, it is raised to the height 
of a man, so that people do not touch it.® The raising of the Kiswah 
used to take place around the 1° of Dhl Hijjah each year; however, due 
to the large crowds it now is done during the last week of Dhdl Qa'dah. 
It also serves as an indication to the approach of the days of Hajj.” 


JS 
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d stone is situated in the eastern 
he Ka'bah, implanted into the wall 
ely 1,1 metres above the ground.” 
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ced in the eastern corner of the 
der to provide as a reference point 
d ending of tawaf (the 





| It was pla 
= Ka'bah in or 
for the beginning an 
procession around the Ka'bah).** 


















The stone of Al- Hajar 
Al-Aswad 

is reported to have stated, "The Al-Hajar Al-Aswad descended 

from Jannah being whiter than milk, but the sins of the sons of Adam 

caused it to turn black.” (Tirmidhi) lon Dhuhairah has stated, “It should 

be noted that if sins have such an effect on a mere stone, its effect on 

the hearts would be much greater and disastrous, therefore refraining 


from sin Is imperative. ~ 


le! Rasulullah 3 


narrates that Rasilullah # said, "Make istilam 
f hands) of Al-Hajar Al-Aswad in abundance, 
for such a time would come when you would regret by not finding it 
in its place. People would be making istildm in tawaf during the night 
while at dawn they would find it missing. This is because Allah & did 
not leave anything of Jannah in this world, but that before Qiyamah it 


>) hi 
will be raised and returned to Jannah.” 


lei Sayyidah ‘Aishah \d\2- 
(kissing or the passing 0 


so long as you are on good, this auspicious 
ever, in the like manner a> 


lace, he will be the same one 





lei _Ydsuf bin Mahik narrates, ts 
stone would remain amongst you. How 


Jibra'il #4) had placed it in its prestigous p 
to raise it and return it to Jannah.” 


let The stone of Al-Hajar Al-Aswad is described as being similar to volcanic 
stone and basalt, while its colour is mottled reddish-black with yellow 
grains.*' 

lei This dignified stone is one from amongst the rubies of Jannah, which 


Adam 5) had brought together with him from Jannah. At the time of 
the building of the Ka'bah it had been included in one of the corners 0 
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the Ka'bah. When, at the time of th iat 
Ka'bah was raised to the heavens, this auspicious stone had beer 


buried in the mountain of Abd Qubais as an amanah (trust). Thereafter 
at the time of the re-building by Ibrahim yee), Jibra’il #8 had, through 
the command of Allah 48, presented it to Ibrahim #4), whereby it was 
returned to its previous prestigious position.” 


orship of ‘Abdullah bin Zubair 4 in the year 64 AH | 
of Yazid attacked the Blessed Ka'bah. The army of 
Yazid moved on to Makkah under the leadership of Al-Husain bin | 
Numair. They fought !bn Zubair for a few days. lon Zubair z: 
gathered his companions with their tents and barricaded themselves in 
Al-Masjid Al-Haram, around the Ka'bah. There were many tents around 
the Ka'bah and one of the tents caught fire. A strong wind blew that 


day, resulting in the Ka'bah being set ablaze. 


lei During the govern 
684 CE, the army 


The Ka'bah at that 
Quraish, with altern 
covered with the Kiswah (fabric co 
burnt. It caught fire on a Saturday, 
| 684 CE. The walls of the Ka'bah were 
collapse from top to bottom. lf a bird landed o 


fall apart everywhere.” 


time retained its structure as it had been built by | 
ate layers of teak and stones from bottom to top, 
ver). The teak parts of the structure | 
the third of Rabi’ Al-Awwal 64 Ah 
thus weakened and it started to | 

n it, the stones would 


The consequence of this was that the Al-Hajr Al-Aswad split into three 


pieces and Shaybah bin Zubair had undertaken to protect and repair 


it with silver. ” 


lei In the year 317 AH | 929 CE the Baitullah was besieged by the 
Qaramitah (a Shi'ah sect). Abd Tahir Sulayman bin Hasan was their 
leader at that time. On the 8” of Dhdl Hijjah 317 AH | 929 CE mass 
bloodshed took place within the precincts of the Haram, to such an 
extent that the well of Zam-Zam was filled with corpses of many 
hujjaj. Approximately 30 000 people of the city of Makkah Al- 
Mukarramah and its suburbs were innocently massacred, amongst 
whom about 700 attained martyrdom whilst performing tawaf. 
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jictorians narrate that the sinister motives behing these cruel act; 
ere stirred by Abd Tahir who wanted to steal the Miz3p rape 
vaterspout of the Blessed Ka’bah), the Magam Ibrahim ans en 
4ajar Al-Aswad. To fulfil these objectives, two people climbed the w , 
nf the Ka’bah, but soon thereafter fell down and secured their Xi: 
nto Jahannam. Fortunately so, the stone of the Magam ae 
remained safe from these malicious hands, as the attendants of the 
| aram concealed it in a nearby mountain gorge. 


Jnfortunately, at the time of ‘Asr on Sunday the 14” Dha Hijjah 317 
Ay 929 CE, Ja’far bin Hallaj under the command of Abii Tahir, laid hie 
sands and uprooted the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad. As a result of his 
. mise utive striking, a few fragments broke off and thereafter he set 
off with jt to Bahrain. This sacred spot remained empty for 21 years and 
neople making tawaf continued making the istilam (kissing or the 
sassinc of hands) on the very same spot of the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad. 
‘wenty-one years later, on the 10" of Dhal Hijjah 339 AH / 950 CE the 
auspicious stone was returned from the city of ‘Hijr in Bahrain. 


the return of the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad too was quite miraculous. After 
demands and threats had been made to the Qaramitah to return the 
Al-Hajar Al-Aswad, they eventually succumbed. However, they offered 
the excuse that the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad had been mixed up with various 
other stones and they were unable to separate it from the rest. They 
further stated that if there were any signs through which it could be 
recognised, then it could be taken. As a result thereof, the ‘Ulama “T 
approached for a solution. They suggested that all the stones be Hae 
ina fire and those stones that either melt or fragment are not f ; , 
the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad. This is because the Al-Hajar Ap ie 
2 one from Jannah, so it cannot be affected by fire. In pene . sa 
lessed stone was repaired and returned to Its rightful posit 

again become the adornment of the Baitullah. 
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nis treac inci been narrated with grea | 
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ooks of history, but it suffices to note jeprived 
pheaval, Trg the year 317 AH / 929 CE people had been “? 
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of performing the great fundamental of Hajj.” 


Muhammad bin Nafi' narrates that in the 317 AH / 929 CE when the 
Qaramitah had dislocated the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad, he saw its length to 
be one hand span and that portion which is in the inner wall WAS White 
in colour. Therefore, it can be clearly understood that the Cause fo, 
Its blackness is the sins of Man, as this (blackness) is Only apparent On 
the external part of it. However, perhaps out of reverence it came to be 
known as the Black Stone.” 


With time, the Black Stone broke into three 
pieces and later into seven pieces of various 
sizes. The pieces were held together with wax 
and put within a silver frame 30 centimetres in 
diameter.® At present the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad 
consists of eight different pieces of various 
sizes, with the largest being the size of a date te, 
seed. These stones are embedded within The fragmented pieces 
another larger stone, around which is a waie stone 
cemented lining of silver. It has been specially designed to facilitate 
kissing and the istilam.® 
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According to a hadith quoted in Bukhari, one of the signs of Qiyamah 
Is that Abyssinians would attack Makkah Al-Mukarramah and the 
Noble Ka'bah. They will consist of such a large army that when the 
front section of the army will be atthe Black Stone, the rear of it will 
still be at the sea in Jeddah. They shall break the Ka'bah stone by stone 
from its foundation.” Hence, it is reported in the hadith of Sa'id bin 
Sam’an, '...the Ka'bah will never be rebuilt.” 


AL-MULTAZAM 


Al-Multazam is the space of about two metres between the door of the 
Ka'bah and the Al-Hajar Al-Aswad (the Black Stone). It is also amongst 
the highly recommended places for the acceptance of du'a.” 


Multazam’ literally means ‘the place of clinging onto.’ ‘Abdullah b’” 
‘Abbas -% would stand at the Multazam with his chest and chee\ 
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we ’ 
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gainst the Kabah while spreading out both his arms onto the 
» Baitullah. Thereafter, he would say, 'l had seen my master 
doing the same. ” | | 




































clinging @ 
~ walls of th 
j “Muhammad x 


es. * ‘Abbas 2 reports that he heard Rasulullah 2 saying, The Multazam 
™ * j;aplace where du'a are accepted. There is no servant of Allah 4 who 
< at this place except that Allah 3 accepts his prayer.” 


THE DOOR 


ask 


4+ When Sayyidina Ibrahim ¥e2\ built the 
** a'bah, he built it with two doors 
attached to the ground. It was built in 
this manner so that people could enter 
‘¢ from the eastern door and exit 
through the western door. These two 
doors continuously remained open. 
However, when the Quraish re-built the 
Blessed Ka'bah, they closed up the 
western door as well as raised the 
eastern one above the ground and 
closed it up with two shutters.” 





Once Sayyidah ‘A'ishah \a,.- enquired from Rasdlullah 3, ‘What is the 
reason for the door of the Ka'bah being so high? And, what is the 
purpose of the semicircular Hatim?’ Rasdlullah 3 replied, ‘Oh ‘A‘ishah! 
Your people made the door so high so that the entry into the Kabah 
may remain subject to their gratitude. Whomsoever they wish to grant 
permission of entry to, they may; and whomsoever they wish to deprive 
of this honour, they may do so. With regards to the Hatim being 
crescent shaped, this portion was included within the Noble Ka’bah. 
However, when your people intended to include it, their collected ‘pure’ 

funds were already discharged of. Thus, they were unable to include 
a _ this part under the roof of the four walls of the Ka'bah and therefore 
™ | s _ made a semicircular boundary incorporating it. Oh ‘A'ishah! If the time 
S act your peoples’ Era of Ignorance were not near and | did not fear their 
____Febellion and civil fighting, | would have certainly included this part 


wi within the House of Allah. Moreover, | would have made its two doors, 
a % 


a a 4 
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| In the past, the d 


oor, so that every person could be blesseg 


the eastern and western d se 
g it with ease.'(Bukhari)” 


with the privilege of enterin 


As per the wish of Rasdlullah 3, ‘Abdullah bin en a. his 
governorship in Makkah Al-Mukarramah, built both these ee of the 
Ka'bah.” He had also lowered both of them to ground level and 
included the Hatim area within the actual building, aS was the Ka'bah 


of Ibrahim see.” 

“4; bin Yusuf who had raised the door 

once again, closed up the wester luded a portion of the 
In essence, he felt the need to return 


Hatim from the actual building. 3 ee ) 
the Ka'bah to the state as it was built by the Quraish. The bricks of 
the closed western door can be clearly noticed when the Kiswah (curtain 


drape of the Kabah) is raised, especially during the Hajj season.” 


oor of Noble Ka'bah was regularly opened, for special 
ral public, so that all had the opportunity 


people as well as for the gene pp 3 
due to the great number of pilgrims this 


of entering therein. However, 
practice no longer exists. 


Nevertheless, on the 1* of Dhdl Hijjah and on the 15" Sha’ban the doors 
used to be opened for the washing of the Ka’bah. Nowadays, due to the 
large crowds the washing of the Ka'bah takes place during the first week 
of Sha'ban and during the last week of Dhil Qa'dah.” As a result, only 
special persons and dignitaries are allowed entry into the Ka bah.” 


During his reign, Khalifah Al-Walid bin ‘Abdul Malik sent thirty six 
thousand dinars (gold coins) to his governor in Makkah, and the door and 
the mizab (waterspout) of the Ka'bah were gold plated, as were the 
columns and interior corners. Al-Walid was the first person in Islim to 
adorn the Ka'bah with gold.® 


lei The door of the Ka'bah had also been changed on a number of 


occasions since its existence. The present door is made of pure gold and it 
has a special staircase leading upto it, which is kept in the Haram. to ether 
with the Imam's Jumu'ah podium and mimbar. This door \ was es b 

lorahim Badr in Makkah Mukarramah and it was designed by Munir a, 


a German Muslim engineer : 
with a canner 
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i. AP 4n is that sloping panel at the external bott 
-) The Shadharwan Is the’ _cottom part of 
‘ le ve Blessed Ka'bah which tapers down trom the Ka'bah walls. It js 
an -D resent on all the four sides except the side of the Hatim. 


- With regards to the purpose of this part of the Baitullah, scholars differ 
" in their opinions. Certain scholars state that this part of the Ka'bah was 
e. part of the walls of the original Ka'bah built by Ibrahim 8, but later 
-- ‘the Quraish narrowed down the width of the Blessed Ka'bah. Later on, 
~ this portion was filled with stones, SO that those circumbulating the 
Ka'bah could make tawaf outside its original boundaries.® Other 
scholars assert that ‘Abdullah bin Zubair built the Shadharwan so as 
to strengthen the walls of the Blessed Ka’bah and as a protection for it 
against flood waters.” Many other reasons have also been given but 
these two are the more well-known ones. 


Neca The Shafi'iyyah ‘Ulama’ favour the first opinion and consider the 
\ ie _ Shadharwan as part of the Baitullah. Therefore, if a Shafi'i stands on it 
\ | during tawaf, the tawaf would have to be repeated.’ However, the 
\ Hanafi scholars hold the latter view regarding the origin of the 
Shadharwan and do not consider it as part of the Baitullah. 


{ei To the right of door of the Ka'bah there 
are about 8 dark brown stones which 
~ are embedded in the marble located in 
_ the lower wall, in the Shadharwan of 
__ the Ka'bah. Approximately a metre 
_ apart from it is a large yellowish stone 
) _ tile with some writings inscribed on it. 
ws ee ioe 
~~ Although much detail is not known 
\ i ~ about this yellowish stone, but it 
»~—__— Seems that this is an inauguration 
é -P ate which was embedded in this part 
_ Of the Shadharwan. Unfortunately, 
_ Much of the inscription on this plate 
has faded. | 
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1. Al-Hajar Al 
Aswad 


2. Multazam 
3. 8 Stones 
4. Yellow Slate 


5. Hatim / 


Hijr Isma‘il 





According to Tarikh Al-Qawim, these 8 stones are extremely precious 
and are of a very rare type, the likes of which would be difficult to find 
nowadays. There is a possibility that these were placed in the 
Shadharwan in around the year 631 AH | 1233 CE as indicated from 
certain inscriptions. Further details are not known. These stones which 


were possibly gifted to the Baitullah.” 


There used to be a pit hole adjoining the wall of the Noble Ka ba’ 
between these precious stones and the door of the Blessed Ka'bah. 
was called Ma'jin or Musalla Jibril and in 1377 AH / 1958 CE It we 
sealed. Various narrations have been cited regarding this location. 


Al-Azraqi states, ‘Ibn Juraij informed me that this was the place whe! 
Rasulullah 3 performed salah. The Magam Ibrahim was also situa‘ 
here. However, after the flood of Umm Nahshal (17 AH / 629 CE) Um- 
* relocated it to it present position.’ ‘Allahmah Husain ‘Abdullah c't« 

Is Interpretation of this place saying, ‘| thoroughly studied the rites “ 
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‘A 
ly 
— od 
aaj tl e books of Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence), Language and Islamic 
crory and arrived at the conclusion that the Mus 


| xo alla Jibril, Musall4 
jabawi 3 and Maqam Ibrahim were all located at this pit hole When 


the injunction regarding the compulsion of salah was revealed, it way 
+ this place where Jibra il 364) led Nabi 2 twice in salah: Other © 
narrations have it that Nabi 3 performed salah here at the time of the Vom 


Conquest of Makkah. , Uy 






al-Kurdi refutes the misconception of many that this was the place 
| where |sma'il 82) would prepare the cement for the construction of the 
, Baitullah, thus it came to be known as Ma'jin, which literally means the 
place where cement, putty, etc. is prepared. There is 3 Possibility 
‘a ow ever, that the water used for the washing the Ka'bah would gather 
at this place. Nevertheless, there is no concrete evidence indicating the 
reason for this pit hole.” 


AL-HUR AND AL-HATIM 


ee his is the semi-circular white walled area situated between the Ar-Rukn 
(rag (northern corner) and the Ar-Rukn Shami (western corner) of the 


__ Katbah. This area is either called the Hatim or the Hijr Ismail (literally 
“the room of Ismail 8). 


i = 
e _ 


jai It has been reported by Al-Azraqi that at the time of building the 
" Blessed Ka'bah, lbrahim %<4) built a dwelling of ‘Toothbrush Tree™ wood 
‘and date palms here, for Isma‘il ss) and his animals.° From this 
_ farration we understand that this portion was not included within the 
- structure of the Noble Ka’bah. However, when the Quraish had rebuilt 
the Ka'bah they excluded about 6 dhira™* and 1 shibr (a handspan) 
_ from the northern side of the Ka'bah and had included it within the Hijr 
‘iy ae herefore, the area in the Hatim of about two rows (+/- 3 | 
metre 5) from the Ka'bah wall was part of the Ka'bah of Ibrahim 
while oe area within the semicircular wall is known as Hijr 
smaiil.> 
— 


_ Uther names for this particular tree are Mustard tree and Salt-brush tree, scientifically 

WN as salvadore persica. It is used for animal fodder together with its twig being widely 

sed since early times as the Siwak or Miswak. This tree grows generally in and around 

Makkah and in the Middle East. | 
» Sia’ = an arm's length +/- 18 inches | 
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let The word ‘hatama’ in Arabic means to crash, to break off, to COllide 's: 
Al-Hajar Al-Aswad, Ma 4 


Al-Azraqi stated, “The area between : | 
Ibrahim, Zam-Zam well and Hijr Ismail is called Hatim. This is becay. 
people crowd at these places to make du'a and inevitably collide With 
one another here.” 


t that this portion came to be called th. 


left out (literally, broken off) from th. 
he Quraish excluded it in thej, 


Other interpretations sugges 
Hatim because it had been 
actual Ka'bah. In other words, t 
reconstruction of the Ka’bah.” 


' wanted to enter the Ka'bah and pray inside. 
hand and led me inside the Hijr and said, 
Ka'bah then pray here, for it is part of the 
d its area when they rebuilt it. Hence. 


the person who is unable to perform salah inside the Kabah and has 
performed it within the portion of approximately 3 metres of the Hatim 
adjoining the Ka'bah, then he has actually performed salah inside the 


Noble Ka'bah.”° 


let ‘A‘ishah “4.4 narrated, 
Rastlullah #2 took me by the 
'If you want to go inside the 
Ka'bah, but your people reduce 


The hadith of ‘A'ishah 4, has been cited under the section of the door 
of the Ka'bah, in which Rasdlullah 3 explained further details 
regarding the origin of the Hatim. 


Among the many amazing traits of the builders of the era of the Turkish 
Ottoman Empire was that when they built the Hijr Isma‘il, a specia! 
marble tile was placed in the centre of its internal wall. A diagram of 
Baitul Mugaddas was inscribed on it in order to indicate that Baitu! 
Mugaddas is in that direction. This was very appropriately designed 
for when Rasilullah # performed salah towards Baitul Muaqqadas, 
before being ordered to face the Baitullah, Rasdlullah would perform 
salah between the Ar-Rukn Al-Yamani and the Ar-Rukn Al-Hajr Al- 
Aswad. Thus, the Blessed Ka'bah would fall between him and Baitu’ 
Mugaddas.” =. 
Another possible reason as to why the Quraish chose to exclude this 
part of the Ka’bah as not any other side, when their funds were 
€, that this part of the Ka’bah was more prone to 


exhausted, could bi 
ia 4 V, 
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weakened by the flood waters. This was so becaus 
Sei in the centre of the valley of Wadi Ibrahim 
st ream from Ma'la (the ‘upper stream reac 

owards Misfalah (the ‘down stream reac 
ould pass by this side of the Ka'bah during 


€ the Ka'bah is 
Khalil: and the 
hes’ Suburb of 
Nes’ suburb of 
the time of the 


wat er 


MiZAB AR-RAHMAH 


f Bay: water spout of the 
shah protruding from the 
a Ot to the Hatim. It 
af ables th 1e water from the 
oP of the Ka'bah to be 
‘ned when it is either 

ed or the rainwater 
falls from it. It was first built 
by tl e Quraish, in the 35th 
er r of the life of Rasilullah 
here was no real need 
“s orit prior to that because the Ka'bah did not have any roof until then. 
t has ‘been reported from some scholars that the du’a made under the 


hid 


dr 
wast 


Wo 





LN 


a ; 


a ab | penal accepted." 

; oy \ol bbas 4 narrates from Rasdlullah #s, “Perform salah at the prayer 
of the blessed and drink from the water of the pious!” Thereupon 
still oe % was asked’ “What is the prayer place of the blessed and 
io ‘the pious?” Rasilullah 38 replied, “Under the Mizab and the 
ater of Zar 1-Zam." Rasdlullah # is most certainly the leader of the 
essed a ind therefore, there is a great possibility that Rasilullan = 
ade refe ence to himself here.” 

‘ er a 


—_ AL-MUSTAJAR 
fe bs —s 
f See the Ar-Rukn Yamani (southern corner) and the 


cated second door of the Ka'bah.” It is also 2 highly 
dp lac ce f pO the acceptance of du’a. 
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AR-RUKN AL-YAMANI 


lel The various corners of the Ka'bah have been 
given various names and the southern corner J 
of the Ka'bah is called the Ar-Rukn Al- 
Yamani.’ It has been called such because it 
faces the direction of Yemen. 


This corner of the Baitullah (together with 
the corner of the Al-Hajr Al-Aswad) rests on 
the exact foundation that had been raised by 
Ibrahim 2. Therefore, Ibn ‘Abbas # is 
reported to have stated that Rasulullah 3 never 
made istilam except of the Al-Hajr Al-Aswad The corner of 
and the Ar-Rukn Al-Yamani. (Tirmidhi)"® sft Rukn Al Yaméni 





eo 


le 


This portion of the Ka’bah is also regarded amongst its many auspicigys 
locations. lon Abbas is reported to have narrated from Rasdlullah = 
When | pass by Ar-Rukn Yamani | hear the voice of an angel saying 
‘Amin! Amin!" So when you pass by Ar-Rukn Al-Yamani recite the 
following du'a: 


rhe 7 ot Bet NSN 17907 
45 5135 ks Ka ICI OF 


Pe ee, fn twas wt ey 2. f¢ Ae 


Translation: O our lord! Grant us the good of this world and the good of 
the Hereafter; and save us from the punishment of the Fire." 


lei Al-Azraqi cites a narration, 'There is no person who places his hand 
over Ar-Rukn Al-Yamani and makes du'a except that his du'a is 
accepted.’ He further writes, ‘Verily between Ar-Rukn Yamani and Ar- 
Rukn Al-Aswad there are 70 000 angels. They do not move away from 


here and they are stationed here from the time Allah 22 h 
Baitullah.’ (lbn Majah)" See ccated the 


: 
| 
| 
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| MAINTENANCE 
4 
Pe. an for the affairs of the Ka bah was Isma'il %«), (Furth 
4 wer are mentioned under the history of the well of ate 
\ Za! 


. onquest of Makkah Al-Mukarramah, Rasil 
N at the aire - the Blessed Ka bah to ‘Uthman bin teri 
on nin ‘Uthméan bin Talhah. Thereafter he remarked that the 
ae Be oship of the Kabah would remain in the progeny of Shaybah 
ae # until the Day of Qiyamah. Ye This | IS a Clear indication 
a tne continuity of the progeny of Banu Abu Talhah until the Day of 
smah and of the perpetuity of the custodianship to the keys of the 
te amongst them. This is also from amongst the living miracles of 
: \ \ S. -Rasalullah ae because this honourable custodianship of the keys of the 
- gatoah s such an exalted position, for which there would be many 
“rivals and the strongest would be rulers and executors. However, the 
leaders’ restraint from this post throughout history allowing for it to 
continue amongst the family of Shaybah proves that it is the One 
(allah) in whose control the Heavens and Earth Is, who Is preventing 


them from this.” 


£1 Band Shaybah, the family or 
tribe who traditionally keep the 
keys of the Ka'bah, apart from 
being responsible for the 
opening the door of Noble 
Ka'bah when required, their 
other responsibilities include the 
washing of the Baitullah, 
managing the changing of the 
ug ceremony and taking 
Care of the Ka'bah building itself. 
The name of the present keeper 
/ * the key of the Ka'bah is Salih 
ay ul ‘Aziz Shaybi. He receives 
“ine million Sa'Gdi Riyaals annually from the king for the Shaybah 
— fam a lieu of the Kiswah of the Ka'bah."° 
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The Kiswah changing ceremony 
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under the ‘Arsh of Allah 4¢."" 


Al-Azraqi writes that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas 4 stated, “When Adam wx 
performed Hajj, he made tawaf of the Baitullah seven times, during 
which he was approached by the angels. They said to him, 'Make 
faithful your devotion of Hajj, O Adam! We had performed tawaf of the 
Ka'bah two thousand years ago before you: So he asked them, 'What 
do you recite during your tawaf?’ They replied, 'We recite 


etay: rn BING LG age. 


Adam Sa Biietice in it by reciting 


So they replied, ‘We have increased it with that.’ 


Thereafter, Ibrahim 84) performed Hajj after reconstructing the Blessed 
House of Allah. The angels r met him too during tawaf and greeted him. 
He asked them, ‘What do you recite during your tawaf?’ They replied, 
‘We would recite 


before the time of your father Adam and when we informed him about 
this, he told us to add 


Thereafter, Ibrahim $<8\ told them, ‘Increase it with reciting 


al dal 


a 


And so the angels did this.""” 
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1377 AH | February 1958 CE 
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- 1417 AH / 1995 - 1996 CE 
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2 CHAPTER TWO \ 


JID AL-HARAM 


Mataf Lal 

Maqam Ibrahim nor a 
The Well of Zam-Zam 
‘P The Fountain of ‘Abbas 4 i d 
Ee Four Musalla (Place of Salah) 
e. Bab Bani Shaibah 
Passage-Way of Nabi 4 

Old Bab As-Salam 
Hijrah / Conquest of Makkah Passage-Way 
a Bab As-Salam | 
after = Burag and Dar An-Nadwa «oe 
Soe pThe House Of Umm Hani_ aun 
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Bab Al-Arqam = 
Bab Al-‘Abbas q 
Bab Al-Mudda‘a Viet | 
ng = Mount Safa ee Pe 
—~ = Old Bab As-Safa cna ( 


Mount Marwah pas 
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(| Al-Masjid Al-Haram is regarded as the Baitullah together with the 
mataf, the building structures surrounding it as well as all the. open 
spaces around the Haram designated for salah. 
























lei Abu Dharr # reports that he asked Rasulullah 3, "O Rasdlullah 4! 
Which masjid was first built on this earth?" He replied, "Al-Masjid Al- 
Haram”. "Thereafter, which one?” | asked. Rasdlullah 3 replied, "Al- 
Masjid Al-Aqsa” Then | asked, ‘What was the time span between the 
two" He replied, "Forty years.” (Muslim)" 


i, The total area of the Al-Masjid Al-Haram, including the Old Masjid 
(Turkish), the New Extension, the roof and all the piazzas (open spaces 
outside the masjid walls) is 356 800 m2 (square metres) with a total 
capacity for 820 000 worshippers on ordinary days and one million 
during the Hajj and on other special occasions."* With the most recent 
extension and renovations carried out in the year 1424 AH / 2003-4 CE, 
it has increased a further 24 000 m2, bringing the total floor space to 
380 000 m2." 


The beautiful 
architecture 
of the Turkish 
Extension of 
the Masjid 
Al-Haram 





lei The part of the Al-Masjid Al-Haram which was built during the period 
of the Ottoman Era is known as the Turkish Extension, which is 
distinctively indicated by its light brown coloured bricks. This part of 
the Al-Masjid Al-Haram has been standing for over 400 years now, as 
it was completed in the 984 AH / 1576 CE in the era of Sultan Marad 
‘Uthmani."® 





Specially designed concrete unit sections have been used in the various 
units of the present Haram structure to reinforce it to resist against 
maximum loads, in the event of an earthquake or as a result of high winds."” 
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lel The first person to make lighting el ing 
tawaf and salah around the Ka 92 in the early days there were 


as his house was next to the Haram: ataf. He placed a large ¢; 
walls or boundaries surrounding the m 


stick on the wall of his house, thus lighting up the Hom This 


Malik bin Marwan. In subseq i 
continued until the era of ‘Abdul : 7 
years, the various leaders undertook to make arra gements for r the 


nued and was improy 
lighting and over the years this practise conti imp "proved 
upon."® ~ 


: is 


po 
ty systems supply power to the Haram, |, “i : 
order to achieve a highly reliable power supply to the Haram an 
emergency power station has been installed. This provides stan “e 
power in the event of the Haram's normal power supply ne 
from the electricity company.”® At present the daily elec 
consumption of the entire Masjid Al-Haram is between 9 to 10M 


_ (mega watts).'° 


Presently, high-tech electric! 


ae 


lei With the passing of years developments around the Haram continy nued. 
Once platforms and terraces had been added to its framework ka birds 
and moreso pigeons, began flocking towards the Haram and dwe lling 
therein, especially during the Ottoman Period when seeds 

provided for them. The Haram being a place of sanctity wh rere nr nC 
harm should be caused to anything in the Haram, it reached a stage 
whereby the pigeons around the Haram were fearless of peop) is 


4 
Although not very acceptable, but certain ‘Ulama’ state the hat thes 
pigeons, despite their large numbers, whenever they fly, a. a 
not fly over the Noble Ka'bah. Out of reverence for it, they wo eitl 
sway towards the right or left. Certain historians have also narrated the 
they would not even simply be seen sitting on top of the Baitullah. ” 

4 ‘A J 

Al-Kurdi refutes this notion by stating, ‘Many people are u 
misconception that the pigeons of Makkah do not fly higher the 
Ka'bah out of respect for it and should they sit on the E Bless 1K 
it would be to seek cure from a certain disease, This s belief 
absurd because at times these pigeons are seen on th e Bait tul 
are several reasons which he as well as ther 5 a; 
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the absurdity of this wrong notion. However, it would suffice to note 
that Al-Kurdi has mentioned that this species of pigeon is unique to 
Makkah and to the Haram such that they are commonly known as 
‘damamu Makkah’ (the pigeons of Makkah) and 'Hamamu Rabbi Bait’ 
(the pigeons of the Lord of this House, Al-Ka'bah). Certain other 
scholars have stated that these pigeons are from the offspring of those 
birds which pelted the Ashab Al-Fil (the people who were destro 
birds pelting stones at them). At that time, those birds flew in fr 
direction of the sea in Jeddah.'” 


yed by 
om the 


; A number of clocks were added and connected to the central clock 
system of the Haram. These clocks have been fixed so that one half 
operates on the Ghurubi or 24 hour sunset system, while the other half 
on the Zawwali (meridian) system.’ In other words, on one half of the 
clocks, 12 oclock is indicated at sunset while on the remainder half it 
is indicated at noon as normal. 


SOOOOOOOOOOC 


MATAF 





lei The vast open area that surrounds the Ka'bah which is used for the 


tawaf (circumambulation) of the Noble Ka'bah is referred to as the 
Mataf.'4 


lei There were no walls around the Blessed Masjid during the time of 
Rasdlullah #2. It was however Surrounded on all sides with alleys in 
between, serving as entrances to the Ka'bah. The area between the 
houses and the Noble Ka'bah was known as Al-Mataf. During the 
Conquest of Makkah, Rasdlullah 3¢ entered the Blessed Ka'bah and 
destroyed the 360 idols Situated in and around it. Pillars were then 


erected to define the borders of Haram of Makkah and the Ka'bah was 
left intact. 


, aa 17 AH / 638 CE, 
- adjacent to the m 


a | Ccommodate the 


during the reign of ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab -2s, houses 
asjid were purchased and demolished in order to 
Increasing number of Muslims arriving in Makkah 
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2. Musalla Al pel ve afi 

: Nia or ee ae iiee 
Magéim Ibrahim 
Ka’bah 
Old Bab As-Salam (Bab Bani Shaybah) 
Special staircase for the Ka’bah 


. Well of Zam-Zam (the Mitel slorey was the Musalla rot ‘t) 
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lel The stone of the Maqdm Ibrahim i focal pay. aie Casing 
Structure, with gold paper coating,” SiGe e pas area. It jg 
in front of that side of the Ka'bah which has ie af wi ely 

13, 25. metres from the Shadharwan of the Baitullan. _* 


=i. 
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The structure 
in which the 
Magém Ibrahim 
is kept 





4 3 


fe!_The stone of Maqam Ibrahim which is typically cubic shaped, is of a soft. 
type stone, not of the rather hard and firmer typed stones generally 
found. It is approximately an arm's length squared (about 50 em x50 
cm) with a height of similar dimensions. In its centre are the ty . 
footprints of Sayyidina Ibrahim %), which are oval shaped and hollow 
due to the continuous touching by people and the constant pouring of 
Zam-Zam water in it. It has been plated with silver and it now stands 
on a pedestal. This pedestal has been very firmly placed in the centre 
of a larger base of white marble."* The colour of the stone of Magam 
lbrahim has been described as between white, black and yellow. i 


| 
Before 1387 AH / 1967 CE, this blessed stone was placed within a la ge 





y 


cubic shaped structure with a dome standing on four pillars. However 
due to the ever increasing number of pilgrims, it is now kept \ ithin a 
crystal glass dome within a huge windowed pillar." = 


| le! ee are various interpretations regarding the reality of the ston a 
aqam) lbrahim, however the following is regarded as the m xi 
authentic, by the majority of scholars:"°5 = 
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_ €xist. The length of each foot is about 


The story of the Maqam Ibrahim is well known. It is that very stone 
upon which Sayyidina Ibrahim %5) stood when building the Baitullah. 
This stone lifted itself up miraculously every time as the building 
increased in height. Sayyidina Ismail #£) passed over the stones to his 
father and placed it in his hands. Every time they completed a certain 
phase and moved on to the next, this stone too would move while 
Ibrahim %8) stood upon it, until the building reached completion. This 
was from amongst the miracles of Sayyidina Ibrahim #2), together with 
this stone becoming soft (moist) under his feet which resulted in his 
footprints being imprinted therein. The imprints of the footprints are 
clearly visible from that time up to this day. However. the Original 
shape of the footprints has changed due to the continuous touching. 
Because of this it had to be placed within a brass enclosure. 


It has been narrated in Akhbar Makkah by Al-Azragi that Abi Sa’‘id Al- 
Khudhri # stated, “| asked ‘Abdullah bin Salam 4 about the footprints 
in the Maqam Ibrahim, to which he replied, “The stone was as it is 
today except that Allah 4 intended to make it a sign from amongst His 
signs. When Allah 32 commanded Ibrahim % to call people towards 
the performance of Hajj, he stood upon this stone until it rose to the 
extent that it became the highest mountain and more revered than all 
below it. Thereafter he said, ‘0 people! Answer the call of your Lord!’ 
To which the people replied, ‘We are present, O Allah! We are present! 
Thereafter, through the will of Allah 4¢, his footprints became 
imprinted therein." According to some narrations, Allah 4& caused 
this call of Ibrahim #5) to reach every nook and corner of the universe. 
Whoever did not answer this call of Ibrahim £1, unfortunately so, but 
they would be deprived of the honour of performing Hajj.'”’ 


Al-Kurdi noted that the 
depth of the one foot is 10 cm 
while the other is 9 cm. However, the 
footprints itself (the toes) are not 
visible due to the fact that the Maqam 
Ibrahim remained uncovered, and with 
the passing of time and the continuous 
touching, the finer imprints no longer 
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indicate that t > ‘ a 
is 11 cm, which | NE appro, 
22 cm while the width ! ess that of an average m- 


height of Ibrahim #2 was more or . ay nan 
era, 3 


entioning that the feet of Rasilu 1 i oe re 
that of his forefather, Sayyidina Ibrahim 2, een cit 
bin Hudhaifah Qurashi 2, 2 sahabi who had been pr : resent : 
time of the construction of the Ka ‘bah by the Quraish a as ; 
time of the re-construction by Ibn Zubair <. He states, * "ha AVE ni 
any resemblance to the feet of Rasdlullah 3 rdeenal har that 
42, which we find in Magam Ibrahim.” Fur rmore . tk 
Bukhari reports Rasalullah # to having said, “Of th 
¥s6\, | resemble him the most.” 


le! It is noteworthy m 
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Rasdlullah 48 is reported to have stated ina hadith, "Ve ? 
Yamani and Magam Ibrahim are two rubies from the r ub 
and Allah 4& has blotted out their ndr (divine light). sn 
so, they would have illuminated the space between the 


West." (Baihaqi)'* 


le 
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SS! 


Certain 'Ulama', like Hasan Basri and others have. me th 
made behind Maqgam Ibrahim is certainly accepted. oO 
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le 


—_- 


After Sayyidina Ibrahim ssi completed the building of rt \e Bai tu 
placed this blessed stone alongside the door of the ‘ Noble | 
However, later on it was ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab .& whe ) placec 
present location.’ During the reign of ‘Umar bit ela Khatt 
torrential flood hit the Masjid Al-Haram, neh ga way th 
Ibrahim to the low lying Misfalah suburb of Makkah. It wa: 
brought back and fixed in front of the Ka'bah ( w nere itsta 
Neither the Sahabah & nor those who « ame after. 
‘Umar .#'s action, thus there was consensus ey matt 
other narrations have been mentioned in the books of h 
the original location of the Maqam lor ih 


le 


_—- 


‘Umar bin Al-Khattab so altered the course of th 
Ibrahim, and built a high earthen dan tite Dro 
Haram from further flooding. A is v as the first da 
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Makkah.'* The 
slope running 
into the famous 
covered bazaar 
to the left of 
Marwah (facing 
qiblah), is not a 
natural slope but 
rather this was a 
section of the 
dam wall built by : 

1. The beginning of slope of the dam wall 


Umar bin Al- 2. The house of Sayyidah Khadijah ++-- 
Khattab #." 3. Mind walking tunnels 





Amazingly, the Arabs, in all their ignorance (before Islam) worshipped 
stones, especially the stones of Makkah and the Haram. However, no 
mention has ever been made of any of them worshipping the Al-Hajar 
Al-Aswad or the stone of Maqam Ibrahim. This was due to their 
reverence and their self obligated protection of these stones. 


Reflecting on the wisdom of this, we realise that it was a form of 
protection from Allah 4. If these two auspicious stones were 
worshipped during the Period of Jahilliyyah (Ignorance), and thereafter 
with the coming of Islam, advocating their reverence by making istilam 
(kissing or the passing of hands) of Al-Hajar Al-Aswad and the 
performance of salah behind Maqam Ibrahim; surely the hypocrites and 
enemies of Islam would say that Islam advocated the reverence of 
certain idols (stones) and Islam has not freed itself from the blemishes 
of shirk (polytheism). It is for this very reason that Allah 4s protected 
these two stones, from the time of Ibrahim #8) up to Qiyamah from the 
worshippers of the Period of Jahilliyyah (Ignorance), just as Allah 4 


protected His House from their worship.'*° 
y, “| 
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been like an ocean." Although this has physically not happened, but 
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rays 


seeking permission to reside near the water, she replied, 'Yes you may, 
but you have no right (custodianship) over the water.’ Nabi % is 
reported to have explained, The mother of Isma‘i] #2 enjoyed their 
friendship and company until they invited their entire tribe to reside here 
with them. By now, Isma’il #= had grown of age and he learnt the Arabic 
language from them and married a woman from amongst them.’ 


Time passed by and ever since the tribe of Jurhum began living in 
Makkah Al- Mukarramah with the children of Isma'7l %5), the blessed 
Zam-Zam fountain never ran dry. A time came when the tribe of 
Juza‘ah too began residing in Makkah Al- Mukarramah and hostility set 
in between the two tribes. Civil strife resulted in the tribe of Juz4'ah 
gaining the upper hand and the Jurhum fled from Makkah Al- 
Mukarramah to Tihamah and the surrounding areas of Makkah. They 
are also reported to have destroyed the structure of the well and 
concealed it before fleeing. 


Approximately twenty-six centuries lapsed since the gushing forth of 
the Zam-Zam in the era of Isma’il #2 and the period of ‘Abdul Muttalib 
bin Hashim, the grandfather of Rasdlullah #. ‘Abdul Muttallib was a 
personality of great prominence amongst the populace of Makkah Al- 
Mukarramah, more so amongst the leading Quraish tribe. During this 
period the well of Zam-Zam was concealed, such that it was unknown 


amongst the people of Makkah Al-Mukarramah. 


One night ‘Abdul Muttalib saw in a dream a voice calling out to him to 
dig up the well of Zam-Zam. The voice persisted until he was shown 
the location of the well. Thereafter, he together with one of his sons 
began to excavate the specified location. Allah 4€ intended to honour 
‘Abdul Muttalib, as a result of which the waters of Zam-Zam once 
again gushed forth and he took custodianship of the well. He granted 
permission to all to drink from it. However, he remained the guardian 
over it, to the extent that the honour of quenching the thirst of the 
pilgrims remained his and in his progeny thereafter." 


In Bukhari Rasdlullah % is reported to have stated, “If Hajar uu had 
not gathered and stopped the water, today the Zam-Zam would have 














































Zam-Zam still quenches millions around the world with thoue. cane sy 
litres being transported and distributed from Makkah AMM ama | 


to all corners of the earth on 2 daily basis." 


. lei Above the well of Zam-Zam 
| there was a cubic shaped 
Structure. Within this building 
provision of Zam-Zam was 
made available all the time. 
The upper storey of this 
Structure was reserved for 
the mu’adhin, to call out the fj 
adhan.= Within __ this 
Structure was a special room Le , | 
| wherein all the cleaning materials as well as the ante ge ) ligt 
| up the mataf area during the evenings, were stored.'* : 
as 
However, with the passing of time and with the great inc Tease | in th 
number of pilgrims, when the need arose for the expa ion of th 
mataf, this structure was subsequently demolished in the year - Ne \ 
/ 1963 CE. Thereafter, th = Bs sion 
Zam-Zam was taken un¢ derg ‘ound, wit 
separate entrances for ae mer 
women.’ Recently, this + 
closed and now pilgrims are are only ¢ 
the dik ap Z am- 
the specified taps 
situated in and around Masjid Al-Haram. There are p10 
canisters. This was done in order to increase the fi loor area of 
for the worshippers i 1.€. to enable the smooth flo w of tawa 
- 
lei Research has shown that the well of Zam- ee 
to 18, 5 litres of water persecond.™ | poo 
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le! bn ‘Abbas & narrated that Rasélull Ke 
face of the earth is the water ¢ 
nourishment and a healing from sic 
of the earth is the water j in ie 


” A city in Yemen. 
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surface are vermin that look like the feet of locust. |t flows in the 
morning and dries up by the evening." 


igi The merits and specialities of the Zam-Zam include: 


It is a spring from amongst the streams of Jannah. 

It is of the fruits of the du'a of Ibrahim +). 

It is a means of life and development of Makkah Al-Mukarramah. 

From amongst its unsurpassed excellences is that this water js the best 

water on the surface of the earth, which became manifest by means of 

Jibra'il 32). 

e It gushed forth in the best piece of land on this earth. 

e This water has been blessed with the noble saliva of Rasdlullah 

mixing with it. 

e It serves as nourishing food and a cure for ailments. 

e Looking at it improves the eyesight. 

e Becoming satiated by means of Zam-Zam is 2 Sign of iman and 

freedom from hypocrisy. 

It is the drink of the pious. 

It improves body strength. 

It has not run dry even though it has quenched many millions. 

Approximately 5 000 years have passed 

since its existence and it is from amongst 

the oldest wells on the surface of this 

earth." However, according to certain 

historians, it is approximately 4 000 

years old.'® 

© The blessed heart of Rasilullah #2 was 
washed with this blessed water on a 
number of occasions.'® Sirajuddin Balqini 
States, “The water of Zam-Zam is more 
Superior to that of Al-Kauthar (a stream ———— 
of Jannah), because it was this very water which was used in the 
Washing of the heart of Rasilullah 28, and it is impossible that his 

: blessed heart could not have been washed but with the most superior 

type of water." '* 











| “tel During the time of Rasdlullah % there were two ponds, one for drinking 
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THE FOUR MUSALLA (Place of Salah) 


igi At one stage there used to be different salah stations in the Haram for 
each of the four famous schools of thought i.e. one for each Imam, 
Imam Malik, Imam Ash-Shafi'i, mam Ahmad bin Hambal and Imam 
Abt Hanifah. At each of these salah stations there was an Imam who 
would lead the people in prayer. A single adhan would be called out, 
but the salah in each station would be done at staggered times. The 
salah would be performed at the station of Imam Ahmad first, and then 
when it was over, it would be followed by the salah at the station of 
Imam Ash-Shafi'i, then at the station of Imam Malik and finally at the 
station of Imam Abu Hanifah . This arrangement was set up by the 
Ottomans and this unusual situation continued until the time of King 
‘Abdul Aziz bin ‘Abdur Rahman al Sa’id in 1343 AH / 1924 CE, after 
which he commanded that the Muslims be led behind one |mam.’” 


The Hanafi Musalla (station of salah) was situated on the mataf 
between the Ar-Rukn Iraqi and Ar-Rukn Ash-Shami, in the same area 
of the Dar An-Nadwa. The Shafi'i Musalla was situated a little to the 
left of the Magam Ibrahim while the Hambali Musalla was opposite 
the Al-Hajr Aswad and Ar-Rukn Yamani wall. Lastly, the Maliki Musalla 
was situated opposite the Ar-Rukn Ash-Shami and Ar-Rukn Yamani 
wall.'” These musalla's are clearly visible on the older pictures of 
Masjid Al-Haram. The distribution of these musalla's at the different 
locations was as per the preference of the respective Ulama regarding 
the most auspicious side of the Baitullah. 


The Hanafi ‘Ulama’ provide a few reasons for their preference of the 
side of the Ka'bah which has the Hatim in its precincts: 


e tis the direction of the giblah of the masjid of Nabi 3 in Madinah 
Al-Munawwarah. Thus, Nabi offered most of his salah facing this 
direction during his stay in Madinah Al-Munawwarah after the 
Hijrah. 

In Madinah Al-Munawwarah, Nabi 3's blessed face is facing this 
direction from his grave. 


Rasdlullah 4 performed many of his salah facing this direction. 
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In conformity with these mot! 


many Hanafi 'Ulama’ performing 
soit however be noted that the purpose of these vari 


was to facilitate a healthy understanding between the a, 
‘Ulama' of the various mathahib. They served the cutee 
guidance, so that people of the valious mathahib COUld ges. 
questions answered by their very own ‘Ulama’. As the »,~ us 
pilgrims increased drastically, these structures had to be dem eae 0 
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(See map in the section of the Matéf) a 


BAB BANU SHAIBAH 


This door had been built in the vicinity where Shaybah bin ‘ thm | 
custodian of the Baitullah, resided.’ It was also known as RB 
‘Abd Ash-Shams bin ‘Abd Manaf and was renowned from the 7 


Jahiliyyah which continued into Islam."* 


= : 


ie 


Presently, this location has been distinctly : — 
indicated on the mataf with a large blackish E | 
brown rectangular shaped tile 8,4 meters | 


long, approximately 30 meters away from the 
door or the south-east wall of the Blessed 
Ka'bah. Many a times it becomes difficult to 
notice it as it is covered with the salah 
musalla's (carpets). It is about 7 saff (rows) 
behind the Magam lbrahim.'” 

















It was the same passageway which led a to this deg Or, through ' 
Rasulullah 3% would pass when coming from his home to the fare 
therefore this door also became known as Bab A ve abi. A : 

was also called Bab As-Salam.'® 


Thus, it is highly recommended that one ah de pe. / t 

Haram through Bab Band Shaibah. <i uss 

situation should a person enter ‘from any dot oor 0 

thereafter enter for tawaf from this place, on dana 

fulfilling the sunnah in an ideal manner," oe 3 
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The location of this door also indicates the size of the Haram and mataf 
during the time of Rasdlullah % and his first Khalifah Abd Bakr .' 


It has been reported by certain scholars that when Nabi 4 was the first 
to enter the Haram at the time of the incident of the positioning of the 
A\-Hajar Al-Aswad in its correct place after the re-construction by the 
Quraish, Nabi # had entered the Haram through this very same door 
This was possible as this was the usual entrance and exit used by 


Rasdlullah #.'* 
PASSAGE-WAY OF NABI 3 


In order to identify the passage-way used by Rasulullah 3s as described, 
the present Door No. 22 on the Mas‘a is known as Bab An-Nabi. This 
door falls directly in line with this pathway and thus came to be known 


as such. 


tel Another indication of this passage-way is the dark brownish tiles on 
the mataf in line with Bab An-Nabi and the former Bab Band Shaibah 


| >. explained above. 


| Besides these signs indicating this pathway, at the place where the 
Turkish Architecture and the First Sa‘ddi Expansion buildings meet, two 
- ayat (verses) were inscribed in blue and white on either side of the 
iq inner domes of the Turkish Architecture. These ayat were in line with 
_ the other signs mentioned and they are: 
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_ Translation: “Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, and those who are 
— V ith him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful among themselves. 
i You will see them bowing and falling down prostrate (in prayer), seeking 


| Bounty from Alléh and (His) Good Pleasure.” 
es, | [Al - Qur'an 48:29] 
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ion: “Say: » transgressed against ; | 
Translation: “Say; ‘0 my Slaves who have 3 3 
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives ol] Ss. erie 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 


(Al Quin 30.53) : 


Unfortunately, during the most recent renovations Carried out in 149 F 


AH | 2003-4 CE, the inscriptions of these ayat in the inner dome: 
described above, mistakenly fell and were thus removed. ~ 
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1. Dark brown line indicating the Al-H jar ASO 

2. Old staircase going into the basement area of the Zam-Zam Wet 
3. Tiles indicaing the Passage-way of Rastilullah 3 
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le! Although these signs have not been explicitly mentioned IN" 
of history to indicate this pathway, it can be deduced tro 
narrations that there is a great possibility that the 0 ttor 1ans 
signs placed to indicate this particular pathway.” 
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OLD BAB AS-SALAM 


| Entering the Masjid Al-Haram 
/ I down the passageway from 
| the present Bab As-Salam 
(Door No. 24), on the outer 
wall of the Turkish Extension 
beautiful geometric patterns 
and engravings are noticeable. 
This was an old entrance to ' z 
the Masjid al-Haram known ....1icomate carvings of the old Bab As-Salam 
as Bab As-Salam."™ _O Ayat engravings are noticeable in the inner domes 





tt It is not exactly known why this door came to be called Bab As-Salam, 
because the original Bab As-Salam was the Bab Band Shaibah situated 
behind the Maqam Ibrahim, as mentioned earlier." However there is a 
possibility that this name had some relationship with the Hijrah of 
Rasdlullah #2 and the Conquest of Makkah by Rasdlullah # during the 
gth year of Hijrah. 


HURAH/CONQUEST OF MAKKAH PASSAGE-WAy 


le: At the place described above, there are 
two ayat (verses) inscribed in blue and 
white on either side of the inner domes of 
the Turkish Architecture. Fortunately, 
these still exist and these ayat are: 
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L 4 “ 2 a“ sy € Ze 47 
Translation: "And say, O my Lord! Let my entry (to the city of Madinah) be 


good, and likewise my exit (from the city of Makkah) be good. And you 7 | f 
grant me from You an authority to help (me)." ie 


[AI - Qur'an 17:80] 
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Translation: “Indeed Allah shall fulfil the true vision which he showeg to Hic 
Messenger in truth. Certainly you shall enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram jf Allah 
wills, secure (some) with having your heads sha ved, and (so 


hair cut short, having no fear. He knew what you knew not 


and He granted 
AR besides that a speedy victory," 


[Al - Qur'én 49-97) 
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history, but the dedication for the preservation of the historical sites of 
Islam by the Ottoman Empire as well as certain indications in the 
narrations of these incidents allows us to arrive at the said conclusions. 







BAB AS-SALAM (Door No. 24) 






lel This door also is located about half-way between Mount Saf4 and 
Mount Marwah. It leads up to the pathway mentioned in detail above 
which Nabi # had used during his historic entry and departure from 
Makkah Al-Mukarramah."” 








BURAO AND DAR AN-NADWA 






































lei Dar An-Nadwa had been built by Qusayy bin Kilab approximately 200 
years prior the Hijrah.’*' Its door lead towards the Ka'bah.'” This place 
was titled as such, as it was the place where discussions by the Quraish 
were held relating to their battles and other important affairs. Other 
names for it were An-Nadwa, An-Nadi and Al-Muntada, however it 
later became known as Dar An-Nadwa.' 


igi Out of their reverence for the Baitullah, the pre-Islamic Arabs would 
not build anything close by to the Ka'bah. However, when Qusayy bin 
Kilab, the fourth generation grandfather of Rasdlullah #, became the 
leader of Makkah, he ordered that the people build their homes within 
the close vicinity of the Blessed Ka'bah, so that people may respect 
them and desist from killings, due to the closeness of the Ka'bah. So, 
the area around the Noble Ka'bah was designated to the different clans 
of the Quraish for them to build their homes. To initiate this order, 
Qusayy bin Kilab was the first to build and built the Dar An-Nadwa.™ 
Thus, Dar An-Nadwa became the first structure within the close 
proximity of the Baitullah. 


tel It was situated between the mataf and the Turkish Architecture Section 
on the North-Western Corner of the Haram i.e. in front of the Hatim. 
> 5 There is a door in this direction which has been named Bab An-Nadwa 





i.e. Door No. 51.'%° A, 
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person from Quraysh und 
consultation, with the exce 
well as other cultural events 


This was also the place were the leaders of the Quraish woy uld 

to discuss strategies against the rising of Islam. Thus, “ tT 
Sahabah & began leaving Makkah Al-Mukarramah Migrating ova 
Madinah Al-Munawwarah, the Quraish feared that Rastilullah, 
would migrate from Makkah h. With this state of affairs, it was here whe 
they took the treacherous decision to assassinate Rasdlullah "8 rh 
behind the Old Mu ‘adhin stand, are three blackish-a & bs 
pillars, which are unique from all the other pillars. They a h S 
distinguished with two of them having a design of lotus leaves at th ' : 
top crowns. These three pillars were distinctly designed in this A Ie 
+o indicate that this was the rear wall of Dar An-Nadwa: The reag . = 
their darkness in colour Is to Sees the evil and treach : 


discussions that were held at this place." 


An arch directly 


with lotus leaf designs at their 
top crowns is the place where 
Jibra'll #8 tied the buraq (the 
horse like conveyance) before 
taking Nabi # on mi'raj. The lotus 
tree leaves symbolise the trees of 
Jannah - Sidratul Muntaha - 
symbolising the journey that 162. The two pillars with lotus 


Rasiilullah 3 undertook from here. __” Te third pillar isto the left of thes 








Although these details cannot be confirmed from the b ; ks of history 
but the great extent to which the Ottoman Empire went in presen 
the history of Islam as well as certain indications in t the na 
allows us to arrive at these conclusions. al 





canned with Cam 


Canner 






ew. VE | 


THE HOUSE OF UMM HANI «:.. AWE 






















Sayyidah Umm Hani bint Abd Talib si. was the paternal COUSIN: of 
Rasulullah a8. He would frequent her house regularly, Resin a : 
some narrations, on the night of mira) Rasulullah 3s was resting fe 
at her home and it was from here that the mi'raj took place. ‘ 





The inner tent shaped domes Large mason pillar 


ie! Presently, this place is located in the Turkish Section of the Haram in 
line with the Ar-Rukn Al-Yamani and it is 120 metres away from it.” 
Entering the masjid through Bab Malik ‘Abdul ‘Aziz (Door No. 1), down 
the passageway into the Turkish Extension, an extremely broad 
brownish stone mason pillar is noticeable in the Turkish Section, 
towards the far left hand side whilst facing the Baitullah. At its top, the 
‘nner sections of two domes are irregularly shaped compared to the 
others, as if they appear to be tents. This is reported to be the location 
of the home of Umm Hani va\~-.™ 


ie! It seems as though the Ottomans intentionally built such a large pillar 
here so that no person would sit at the place where Rasilullah 3 
rested, out of respect for Rasdlullah 3. It is apparent that this pillar 
was not built as such to accommodate for structure or construction 
load. It was designed to cover the floor area of a man lying down.” 


le! It has been reported that on the day of the Conquest of Makkah 
Rastilullah # came to the home of Umm Hani «41.2-took a ghus! (bath) 
and performed eight rakavat salatul fath. Thereafter it remained a 
practice among Muslim leaders to perform this particular salah 
whenever they conquered new lands.® More authentic: narrations 
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Suggest that this salah performed by Rasdlullah 38 was the 1 —. 
Salatud-Duha (Chasht Salah | 


a 
BAB AL-AROAM (Door No. 15) 


). 205 


; i tributed to Al-Argam bin Abil Arg “e 
) lei Dar Al-Arqam has been at twas they secret veAileaa 


companion of Rasilullah %. A hue for tf 
propagation of Islam during the early days. The first Mu: ims obi 


gather here and perform salah in secrecy a di ‘A ered about 
hen ‘Umar bin Al Khattan 

forty. This was was around the time W An atta . 

entered the fold of Islam, which resulted in them openly dec cl ari w 9 ther 


Islam and salah. 


2 


let In 171 AH / 787 CE, 
Khayzaran, the slave girl of 
Mahdi ‘Abbasi, built a 
masjid on this location. It 
was 36 metres west of 
Mount Safa, on the outer 
part of the Mas'a. However, 

in 1375 AH/ 1955 CE it was 
demolished to provide for 
the extension of this part of the Haram. In memory of th 
\N place, the first door of the Mas’a on the side of Mount Saf: a, has bee 
f named ‘Bab Dar Al-Argam', as Dar Al-Arqam was located in its | i 
There is a great likelihood that this place was situated wh 

F escalators are today i.e. adjacent to Mount Safa.” 


| lei Dar Al-Argam was the place where many illustrious sahabat like ‘Umar 
| Suhaib & and others accepted Islam.” 


BAB AL-'ABBAS (Door No. 20) 


f 

lei Next to the Milain Akhdarain* was the house of ‘Abbas yin | 

| Muttalib 2, the paternal uncle of Rasdlullah Ti This he 

F undergone various changes throughout the ages when it \ 

5 demolished in 1376 AH / 1957 CE, during the expan: Kise | 
In memory of this blessed place, a door ¥, ‘one of Vg 

(lights) has been named ‘Bab A\-‘Abbas . D oot No. 2¢ 
* See section on n Mas’ “ay a 
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BAB AL-MUDDA‘A (Door No. 30) 


‘ : This door is located at the foothill of Mount Marwah. Al-Mudda'a was 
an elevated place situated close to Marwah. It was in the vicinity of 
this place where ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab 2 had a dam wall built for the 
protection of the Masjid Al-Haram against flood waters. 


i According to Al-Qutbi, Mudda’a is the place from where, In ancient 
times, the first gaze of the pilgrim entering Makkah Al-Mukarramah 
would fall on the Blessed Ka'bah. On this occasion du’a Is readily 
accepted, thus, hujjaj would stand at this place and beg from Allah. 


It is also claimed, although not well substantiated, that Sayyidina 
Ibrahim # made du’a for the prosperity of Makkah Al-Mukarramanh at 
this place.”” This du’a in the Glorious Qur'an thus: 

LIT VAP ae 2 Aa ae 
Nin Le 9 S2 fe 2! $22° 04 ES ale 


Ol eT Seb LM em 


4 a7 BAA / 2 (7 ¢ pcsetr , <4 wk - 
€) OSES Syeslin wg) olor 
Translation: “O our Lord! | have made some of my offspring to dwell in an 


uncultivatable valley by Your Sacred House (the Ka‘bah at Makkah); in 


order, O our Lord, that they may perform salah, so fill some hearts among 
lh) provide them with fruits so that 


men with love towards them, and (OA 


they may give thanks. « 
[Al - Qur’én 14:37] ”" 
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imately south- 
lei This is a small hillock situated ge aon y SC y Cast Of the K, a 
about 130 metres away. Mount Safa !s the point from Wher c 


Z e the ol 
(the walking between the hillocks of Safa and Marwah) beging ai 


lei This hillock witnessed many events in our Illustrious history, amon, 
them are: | 

e The fret open declaration and invitation towards 
from this hillock. 

¢ Ibn ‘Abbas 2 reports that the Quraish told Rasdlullah “As va 
Lord to turn Safa into gold for us, then we would believe in vole 
Rasiil % asked them, “Are you certain you all would do that« ag 
they had replied in the affirmative, Rasulullah % made dua to Align 
$s. Thereafter, Jibra'il %8 came to Rasdlullah 3 and saig. "Your Lord 
has sent greetings to you and has said, ‘If you so like | Would turn 
Mount Safa into gold for them, however, after that Whosoever _ 

disbelieves | would inflict such a punishment upon him as | had di 
never given to anyone in the world. Or if you so like, | Would open 
for them a door of mercy and forgiveness." Rasdlullah + remarked, 
“Certainly, a door of mercy and forgiveness." ™ 

e After the Conquest of Makkah, Rasdlullah 3 proceeded towards the _ 
Ka'bah, performed tawaf and thereafter came to Mount Safa. He — 
raised his blessed hands and made du’a to Allah 3s whilst facing the — 
Baitullah. 3 

¢ At the time of the Conquest of Makkah, Rasdlullah 38 stood on 


Mount Safa and announced amnesty and forgiveness for the people 
of Makkah. | 


Islam took re 


= 






* This blessed hill also witnessed those who had driven Rasillullah 38 
out of Makkah, they were the very same people who gathered 
around him whilst on this mount pledging allegiance on the 
Oneness of Allah 4¢ upon his triumphant entry. All praise is to Allat 

é 3s, in the beginning and at the end. of 
% ® According to certain scholars towards the end of time the Dabba 
ae Ard (strange animal of the earth) will emerge from this very hi 
being one of the major signs of Qiyamah.”” 8 
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OLD BAB AS-SAFA 
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~ the Old Bab As- Safa is located behind the 
le adhan room used presently, at the end of the 
Turkish Architecture. Its outer walls have been 
richly adorned with ornate carvings, indicating 
rhat this was the old Bab As- Safa.’ Certain 
reports state that Nabi 3 used this route 
when going towards Mount Safa after his 
tawaf at the time of the ‘Farewell Hajj ’.2" 





MOUNT MARWAH 


let This is also a Small hillock situated approximately north-west of the 
Ka'bah being about 130 metres from Ar-Rukn Ash-Shami and 400 


metres from Mount Safa. 


ii This signifies the end point of the Sail whilst also being from amongst 
the symbols of Hajj to which the Qur'an has testified." 


MAS'A 


igi It is the long passage-way flanked by Mount Safa and Mount Marwah 
between which the Sa‘i, which is from amongst the rituals of Hajj, is 
carried out. The Sa‘i is the sunnah (practise) of Nabi Ibrahim *<&\ and 
his wife Hajar 1+ . Allah 4 has commanded us to fulfil the same and 
our Nabi = himself carried it out. 


lei bn ‘Umar 2 narrates, "When Rasilullah 3¢ performed the Sa‘i between 
Safa and Marwah he would run in 
the midst of the rain-water 
passage." The rain-water passage 
referred to here is the depression 
wherein the stream water would 
flow in the Wadi Ibrahim (Valley of 
lorahim). Subsequently, this area 
had been levelled out and two 
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I | green posts (lights) indicate ‘t. This area is known as Milain A kn 
| (the plain of the two green posts). 


etween the two hillocks where f sy 


It was in this depression © erence > 

: ough it, in her helnlec 
} quickened her pace until she passed wh g de We less s 
for water for her infant son.” Accoraing € scholars 


. / ae >» Wr 
crossing this depression she could not see her infant son f,, 
point, as he had been lying near 


by a reddish sand mound whey 
spring of Zam-Zam appeared, the place where the Ka'bah Was lat 
built. She therefore quickened her pace so as to continue Watch: 
over him during her search for water. ? 





2 
— 
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In emulation of Hajar 4 , it Is mustahab (highly Preferable) for mer 
to also increase their pace whilst passing through these points. This j 


217 
however not recommended for women. By: 


= 
Poe 


lei The Mas'a had undergone various phases of development t roughot 
the ages. In the recent past the Mas‘a was running through a marke: 
with shops on either side. In order to easen the Sail the Sa'ad 
Government demolished all the shops and houses whilst this area wen 
incorporated within the building of Masjid Al-Haram2® 
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Mount Safa - 1324 AH / 1945 CE 
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Mas’é - 1366 AH / 1947 CE 





Mount Marwah - 
1345 AH / 1926 CE 
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1371 AH / 1952 AH - First colour-photo of Masjid Al-Harém 
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1. Mind walking tunnels 
2. Maultid An-Nabi % 
3. The Gorge of Abt Talib 
4. Masjid Ibrahim (Now walled off) 







& 


This is the place where Rasdlullah 3 was born. It is situated at the 
mouth of the ‘Gorge of Abd Talib. It is the same place where the Banu 
Hashim, the tribe of Raslullah #2, resided. The mother of Harun Ar- 
Rashid ‘Abbasi, Khayzaran, had a masjid built on this location. In the 
year 1370 AH / 1950 CE it was demolished and a public library was 
built here. This area is situated on the eastern side of the Masjid Al- 
Haram and it has a sign-board above it which reads 'Maktbah Makkah 


Al-Mukarramah. 7” 









lei ‘The Gorge of Abd Talib’ is also known as the ‘The Gorge of ‘Ali’ or 
The Gorge of Banu Hashim’. This gorge !s flanked by Jabal Aba Qubais 
(the Mountain of Abd Qubais) to its left and a few ditches to its right, 
through which the torrential waters of Makkah flowed. It is 
approximately 300 metres away from Masjid Al-Haram. When the 
Quraish began their attempts to assassinate Rasdlullah 3, the Banu 
Hashim, excluding Abd Lahab, and the Banu Muttallib unanimously 
agreed to stand by the side of Rasulullah ss. Thus, the Quraish vowed 
that they would cease to marry into, conduct business dealings, mingle 
with or speak to these two tribes. They would neither sign any peace 
treaty with them nor were they prepared to show any mercy towards 
them, until and unless Rasdlullah #2 was handed over for assassination. 
They recorded this pact and hung it up on the walls of the Ka'bah. The 
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ttallib were boycotted and i on 


‘Gorge of Abi Talib ' from Muharram of the 7" year of F 
for three consecutive years. After enduring great difficult pes, 


| showered His mercy and caused the pact hanging on the walson 






Band Hashim and Banu Mu 




















Ka'bah to be devoured by termites. RasUlullah 3s together with i. tb 
? who were with him, were then allowed to come out from this se 


with ease.” 


This gorge is almost at the foothills of another mountain known as 
Jabal Knandmah (Mina walkway tunnels pass through it). Accordine : > 
one narration, the graves of 70 Ambiya (Prophets of Allah 45) a 

situated at the foothills of this mountain.” . 


THE HOUSE OF SAYYIDAH KHADIJAH 





le 


eee 


iei The house of Sayyidah Khadijah |i, the beloved wife of ek : 
was situated behind that of Abd Sufyan . This was the ouse wherein 
Rasulullah 3 lived with Khadijah (eaio-and it was in this f C en 3 
his daughters were born. It was here where Khadijah 5 - passed aw. 
and it was also here where many times wahi (re elation y) cant 
Rasdlullah 38. Rasdlullah 3& continued living here = the time \ 
the Quraish surrounded it, after they had unanit lous il) agre 

assassinate him. However, by a miracle from Allah 3s, he m 

pass through their midst without them even noticit be > hi nH 
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PP deond in their direction and Allah #3 caused him to become invisible ; 

their sight. In subsequent years, Mu'awiyah = purchased Rank in 
renovated it and turned it into a masjid. In 1369 AH / aly 
Ke: been demolished in order to facilitate for expansions.” — It had 


| u This place was situated in 
*" front of the extreme right hand 
corner of the present wudu 
(ablution) facility outside 
Marwah, almost at the foothill 
of the slope that goes into the 
covered bazaar.” 















THIS PART OF THE HOUSE WAS USED FOR THE BUSINESS 
OF KHADIJA (R.A.) 


P<, 


COURT YARD 





AZ 


THE HOUSE OF ABU SUFYAN <# } 


est of Makkah, Rasdlullah announced J 


‘Whosoever enters his home and locks 
osoever enters the masjid he would 


house of Abu Sufyan, he would be . 












fel On the occasion of the Conqu 
in honour of Abd Sufyan 
himself up, he would be safe. Wh 
be safe and whosoever enters the 
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tol Masjid Ibrahim was 


lei This incident is also reported to have been witnessed by people of other 


situated on Jabal Abu 
Qubais. Al-Azraqi narrates 
that he asked many 
scholars If this masjid was 
built by Ibrahim s«£), but 
they denied this, stating 
that it was built by a 
person named Ibrahim 
Qubaisi, who resided on 
this mountain. 


It is not known as to how and when this masjid also came to be known 


_as Masjid Bilal. Al-Kurdi stated that a man of Indian origin built this 


masjid.” 


Some people assert that this masjid was known as Masjid Hilal. The 
reason being that the miracle of the ‘Splitting of the Moon’, in which 
Rasdl 3¢ pointed with his blessed finger to the moon and the moon 
split, took place while Rast! 3¢ was standing on this mountain. 


However, Al-Kurdi strongly denies this and says Rasulullah 3 was In 
Mina when this miracle occurred. Furthermore, it can neither be 
proven, from the narrations, that Rasdlullah 3 had climbed this 
mountain, nor the fact that the Quraish ever resided on it2° A 
contradictory view to this is reported by another historian Al-Fakihi, 
who states that the incident of the ‘Splitting of the Moon’ did take 
place from the Mountain of Abd Qubais.”* 


Although there are two contradictory reports, both are supported by 
respective proofs. As this incident occurred at night, it is possible that 
a variation in the narrations would occur. This miracle was widely 


visible, thus the variation in the narrations could be due to various 


narrators witnessing this event from different locations. 
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Farishtah has written that there wae. 
countries, The author of Tarik tnessed this miraculous incident 


prince Malabar of India who wi mneans of his @ntcy ini He 
diarised it and subsequently it wa5 2 Isham 


ere the kitchen in the king's palace is oe ‘48 


This masjid was situated ¥ est that it still exists, but it has been y a of ’y 


located. Certain scholars Sugg 

MASJID SIDDIO . 
r 
ed in the Misfalah area. It was built at the plac 
d and it was from this very place from where h, 
departed with Rasilullah % on the historic journey of Hijrah. Al 
Qutbuddin has written that this place was known as ‘Dar Al-Hijraf 
(literally, the House of Migration). = 


This masjid was situat 
where Aba Bakr % live 





This masjid, although now no longer in existence, was inact 
less on the left (facing the Haram) front corner of the Makkah Hilton 
Shopping Complex, next to the bus depot. Presently there is a Rolex 
shop situated here.” = 


It is reported that in front of this house, Abd Bakr # kept the twe 
camels which he and RasGlullah 4 used during their historic j our rey 0 


Hijrah. These camels were specifically purchased for this purpost 
they remained here for a few days before the actual journey.” 


There were two stones in this masjid, one called Mutakkalim ant 
made salam (greeting) to Rastlull4h 4% and the other called Mutt 
against which Rasilullah 4 onced leaned whilst sitting.” 
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JABAL UMAR 








This mountain lies between the areas of Shubaykah and Ken, 
} I situated close to it or on it, was the birthplace of ‘Umar  anq nae 
| this mountain was famously named after him. 


A masjid named after ‘Umar -# still stands currently here. It remains 
~ *™ ‘Josed at all times like many of the other small masajid around the 
—. =. 7 Haram. On the south eastern side of the 
Haram is the famous Dar At-Tawhid 
Intercontinental Hotel behind which 
runs lorahim Khalil Road. This road runs 
at the foothills of Jabal ‘Umar. This 
masjid is behind the buildings of 
lorahim Khalil Road, in line with this 
hotel. It is rather difficult to find this 
) masjid as there is no access to it from 
the main road. It is not known how long this masjid will still remain 
as plans are already being prepared to develop the entire Jabal ‘Umar 
area. Thus, there is a great likelihood that this masjid will be 
demolished in the near future. 


JABAL KA’BAH 


tai Jabal Ka'bah Road in Makkah is situated on the western side of Masjid 
Al-Haram. It passes over one of the mountains from where stones were 
also taken to re-build the Ka‘bah. Even nowadays whenever the need 
arises for renovations to be made to the Noble Ka’bah, stones are taken 
from this mountain.” 


244 


lei A cemetery lies between Jabal Al-Ka'bah and Umm Al-Qura streets. 


lei_It is claimed, however not substantiated, that Sumayyah \-4\.,-is buried in 
this graveyard next to Jabal Ka‘bah Road. She was the first person to 
gain martyrdom for the cause of Islam. It also assumed that there are 
. also some girls who were buried alive during the Period of Jahiliyyah, 
buried in this graveyard. This piece of land was owned by Khadijah 
and was donated by her as a gift for the first Muslim graveyard, as 
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| administrative, cultural and commercial activities took place? 


It has been reported in a hadith of Rasdlullah 4, 'Whenever the people 
of a prophet from among prophets of Allah 42 were destroyed, that 
prophet together with some of his followers would come to Makkah Al- 
Mukarramah to worship Allah 4¢, until he passed away,’ 


Yusuf bin Mahik narrates, “One day | was sitting with ‘Abdullah bin 
‘Amr bin Al-'As within the vicinity of Masjid Al-Haram when his gaze 
fell upon a high-raised house on the Mountain of Abi Qubais. He 
asked, Is that a house?’ When | replied in the affirmative, he remarked, 
‘When you see the houses of Makkah exceeding the height of Al-Akh- 
shabayn (the two famous mountains of Makkah, Jabal Abd Qubais and 
Jabal Qu’ayqu'an) and when you see rivers flowing from its gorges and 
channels, then certainly Qiyamah has drawn near." Unfortunately so, 
but we can see how the mountains of Makkah have been filled with 
homes and buildings that are much higher than the Baitullah: and how 
the underground canals of Makkah flow like rivers with water. How 
true was the statement of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al- ‘As! l2* 


CONCLUSION 


It is hoped that after reading through the many treasures that have been 
cited herein, the readers make an effort to locate and value them. 


Experience has shown that because of the lack of preservation of Islam's 
rich history and culture, very few appreciate it. However, many of the 
remains of our heritage are still valued and hold great appreciation in the 
eyes of those who really have a true love for the din. We hope from Allah 


3 that these objectives are achieved and that this concise treatise be 
accepted in His court 4. 


4 ‘May Allah 4% continue to procure the benefits of this humble work in the 
| - generations to come and may it become a means of salvation for all those 
_ Who assisted in any manner in bringing this work together. Amin — 
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NOTES 


Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al-'Azim, Vol. 1, Pg. 232 
Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al-'Azim, Vol. 2, Pg. 713 
A Civil Engineer by profession, Muhtaram ‘Abdul ; : 
D.J. Khan, North Western Frontier Province, iat, GI ee aid re  allach mn 
at the Peshawar University in 1974, simultaneously com leti Me ete Fa a ensinicer 
‘Alim Fadil Course (Islamic Studies) under the pri orchey oe nae ential studies of the 
ae : oe private tutorship of MI Ashraf S ve 
Qadi ‘Abdul Karim and Qadi ‘Abdur Rahman (rahimahumulldh): ulaymani, MI 
aiman \ra ah); the latter two bei 
students of Hadrat Madani and Mufti ‘Aziz ur Rahman (rahimahumullah) oH ue 
Ashrafiyyah, Lahore. Thereafter, he worked as an engineer for the Pakistan Sota ; ei P| 
construction of roads. In 1981 he was offered a post in Makkah Al-Mukarramah in th N ie 
Haram, to which he acceded under the guidance of his spiritual mentor. To date. he ‘ 6 
one of the key role players as a civil engineer for the Masjid Al-Haram (Makkah) and Ws x 
An-Nabawi (Madinah), whilst being very involved in many other important affairs ite 
Muslim Ummah in general. Being a resident of Makkah Al-Mukarramah, he is also the 
president of the Jami'at ‘Ulama’ Pakistan for Saudi Arabia, as well being a Khalifah of MI Ashraf 
Sulaymani in all the four orders of Tasawwuf. His spiritual mentor, MI Ashraf Sulaymani, was 
the founder of Madrassah Imdadul 'Uldm in Peshawar Kant, Pakistan, and also served as the 
Chairman of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the Peshawar University. MI Sulaymani's spiritual 
lineage links him to illustrious scholars, the likes of Hadrat Ganghohi, Hakimul Ummah MI 
Thanwi (with MI Fagir Muhammad being the link) as well as that of MI Fadlur Rahman 
Ghangmurdd-abadi (with Ml Qamar Az-Zaman IIlah-abadi being the link) [rahimahumullah]. 
Together with all his many other activities, Muhtaram ‘Abdul Mannan, continues imparting the 
Shari'at and Tarigat teachings of his spiritual mentor among his many followers world wide. 
Jami' Al-Latif fi Fadli Makkah wa Ahliha wa Bina’i Bait Ash-Sharif, Pg. 137-139 
Tarikh Makkah Mukarramah, Vol. 2, Pg. 19-20 
Virtues of Hajj, Pg. 2 
Tarikh Makkah (Al-Azraqi), Vol. 1, Pg. 43 
Tarikh Al-Qawim, Vol. 2, Pg. 127-128 
Tarikh Makkah Mukarramah, Vol. 1, Pg. 31-32 
Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al-'Azim, Vol. 4, Pg. 305 
Tarikh Makkah (Al-Azragi), Vol. 1, Pg. 47 
Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 66 
Tarikh Makkah (Al-Azraqi), Vol. 2, Pg. 380 & Muhtaram ‘Abdul Mannan quoting from Hakimul 
‘Ummah MI Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi (ra)'s sayings. 
Tarikh Al-Qawim, Vol. 3, Pg. 511 
Tarikh Makkah Mukarramah, Vol. 2, Pg. 25 
Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 34 
Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 41 


Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 36 
Muhtaram ‘Abdul Mannan & picture in Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, 


Pg. 38 
Tati Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 42 
Muhtaram ‘Abdul Mannan personally measured this distance. 
Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 55 
Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarramah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 53 
Muhtaram ‘Abdul Mannan 
Muhtaram ‘Abdul Mannan 
Tarikh Makkah Al-Mukarra 














mah Qadiman wa Hadithan, Pg. 51-53 
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ukarramah, Vol. 2, Pg. 134 
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Translation: In it are signs manifest (for example) 
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Anas bin Malik cit reports that RasGlullah We Safa, " The salah which a person 
performs In his house is one salah; his salah in the local 
masjid 1s equal to twenty-five salah; his salah in the Jami’ Masjid 
where the people gather is rewarded to the extent of five 
hundred saldh; his salah in’ the Masjid in Jerusalem - Masjidul 
Aqsa - 1s rewarded tothe extent of fifty thousand salah; his 
salah In my masjid +» Masjid An-Nabawi - is rewarded to the 
extent of fifty thousand salah and his salah in Masjid Al- 
Hardm Is rewarded to the extent of one hundred thousand 
salah,” (ibn Majah) 
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